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The Gospel of the Kingdom (Studies in Matthew) 
1, January 2—The Child and the Kingdom. Matthew 18 : 1-14 
2. January 9.—Jesus Teaching Forgiveness 
Matthew 18 : 21-35 
3. January 16.—Our All for the Kingdom 
Matthew 109 : 16-30 
4. January 23.—Promotion in the Kingdom 
Matthew 20 : 17-28 
5. January 30.—Jesus Greeted as King...Matthew 21 : 1-46 
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y. February 13.—Lessons on Citizenship (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Deuteron- 
omy 8 : 6-11; Matthew 22 : 15-22, 34-40 
. February 20.—The Wise and the Foolish Virgins 
Matthew 25 : 1-13 


‘ g. February 27.—Rewards of Faithfulness. Matthew 25 : 14-30 
His F: Matthew 


" 26 : 1-13 
etotccees Matthew 26 : 14-30 








6.—Jesus 

11. March 13.—The -Lord’s Supper 

“| UNHESITATINGLY turn to The Sunday School 

Times for advice and information.”? So writes a 
Washington subscriber who has had the paper for 
many years. Good advertisers are finding that this 
spirit on the part of the readers of the paper means _ 
much to the advertisers. It is intended that the ad- 
vertisements shall be of real service to those who 
seek information about the meeting of various needs. 




















“JI Am Come That They 
Might Have Life” 


By Minnie Leona Upton 


<¢ | AM come that they might have Life!” 
Down through the ages His message rings, 
Sounding over the din of strife, 
Cutting clear through the quarrels of kings. 
Oh, what a thrill of delight it brings ; 
High delight of a heart that sings— 
“I am that they might have Life!” 


«I am come that they might have Life!” 
Not surrender of all fair things, 

Not a futile and dolorous strife 
Against the joy that the earth life brings! 
Life abundant and full, that flings 
Joyous gifts—glad life, with wings! 

“T am come that they might have Life!” 


“I am come that they might have Life!” 

“ Fulness of Life,’’ from the richest springs! 
Aye, but life that is never at strife 

With the Law He gave at the birth of things! 
Life that is lawless liberty stings! 

’Tis of Life by His Law that his message rings! 
‘sI am come that they might have Life!” 


As the Clock Ticks 


_Whatever may be the time of Christ’s coming 
again to this earth, it is nearer to-day than it was 
asta Whatever needs to be done before the 


ord’s return, there is less time now to do it thar- 


there was yesterday. On the glass covering the face 
of a large clock just below the dial, in a Bible 
training school, are the words, “Occupy till I come.” 
Our Lord spoke those words, as he told the parable 
of “a certain nobleman” who “went into a far coun- 


try, to receive for himself a kingdom, and to re- 
turn.” He entrusted certain stewardships to his ser- 
vants during his absence, saying, “Occupy,” or “Trade 
ye herewith till I come.” s the hands of the clock 
move around, second by second and minute by min- 
ute, we are either acoepting or rejecting that sacred 
commission from our rd. 
a“ 


False and True Evangelism 


_ it is not good news to ask a man to do what 
he cannot do. But to tell a man that what he cannet 
do will be fully done for him—that is geod news. 
There are many false gospels abroad in the worid 
to-day, and they can invariably be detected by one 
of two fundamental tests: either they tell us that 
we must do something for our salvatien, or they 
tell us to deny the fact of sin and eur lost condi- 
tion. The Rev. Kanzo Uchimura, of Tokyo, said 
to the Editor, last autumn, that he heard a promi- 
nent American minister and seminary professor say, 
some five years ago, “We preach an ethical evangel- 
ism, which is that men should look, not after their 
own affairs but after the affairs of others.” “And,” said 
Mr. Uchimura, “if that is evangelism, wé’ve had it 
in Japan before Christianity ever came here.” No, 
God does not mock sin-destroyed, impotent men, 
who cannot look after their own affairs, by telling 
them to look after the affairs of others! God does 
not ask the blind to be leaders of the blind. God’s 
Gospel is the free offer, through the death of Christ, 
of eternal life to men who are “dead in trespasses 
and sins.” Mr. Uchimura is giving that glad. 
to lost souls in Japan; and the Japanese who, hear- 
ing and believing, have been born again, are looking 
“after the affairs of others” by telling them, in turn, 
of God’s unspeakable Gift. 


se” 
Blood for an Enemy 


Not many die for their enemies. Nor do many 
go out of their way to render some great service 
or an enemy. It stirs one deeply to read in a news- 
paper despatch, such as appeared the other day in 
the Philadelphia Public Ledger, that “Richard Kemp- 
ton, who served abroad with the Canadian forces dur- 
ing the World War, gave his life blood to-day to save 


® 


the life of a former enemy of his country.” Surgeons 
at a hospital in Ontario announced that an Austrian 
there would die unless there was a transfusion of 
blood. After several of the Austrian’s fellow coun- 
trymen had declined to help, Kempton, who was in 
the hospital, volunteered to make the sacrifice, and 
underwent an operation to save the Austrian’s life. 
It was a generous, heroic thing to do. Yet remem- 
bering that such blood-transfusion does not cause the 
death of the one who gives the blood, how much 
more wonderful is the sacrifice made by a Man named 
Jesus, who, while we were his enemies, reconciled 
us to God through his death! Those who om 
his sacrifice are “justified by his blood.” “Scarcely 
for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die. But 
God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.” God grant 
that these two men in the hospital are both under 
the blood of Him who alone can give them eternal 


life. 
se” 
Your Keeping of God’s Day 


“Civilization” would have us forget that one 
day in every week is peculiarly God’s day. It was 
the seventh day, or sabbath, for God’s people before 
their Messiah came and fulfilled the law; and since 
then it has been the first day, or the Lord’s day, 
that weekly anniversary of his resurrection from the 
the dead as the Saviour of men. There is abundant 
information in God’s Word as to how he would have 
his children honor him in thej yvanee..of his 
day. God blesses such observance. ave you had 
some special experience of God’s blessing, in your 
own life, in connection with your honoring of his 
day? If so, will you write a brief letter to The 
Sunday School Times describing that experience? 
Such testimonies from Christian people, at this time 
when both the church and the world are so gener- 
ally discussing how Sunday should be recognized, 
should bring a blessing to many. The Times will 
be grateful for such letters from readers, and from 
among .them hopes to publish selections that are of 
general interest. Meantime let us pray that, out of the 
widespread interest in the whole matter, God’s chil- 
dren may give a true testimony to him, week by week, 
in their doing of his will. 


The Lowest Room 


which has caught the heart of Christendom. 

The experience which took place there has 
changed the very status of mankind. That room 
with its fellowship had filled the mind ef Christ be- 
forehand, and when they all rose from it and were 
going he felt that something had been done which 
could never be undone. 

But there was another room of which he once 
spoke with approval and into which he counseled 
Htis hearers to enter. No literature has grown up 
around it, and his description of it has not become 
a household word. It was the lowest room. He 
saw people eng it as he went to their feasts. 
But to him it was full of possibilities and promise. 
The guest feared that a seat in that reom would 
shut him off from the full splendor of the feast. It 
might make him insignificant. But Christ told 
him to trust it. “When thou art bidden of any 
man to a wedding, ... go and sit down in the lowest 
room; that when he that bade thee cometh, he may 
say unto thee, Friend, go up higher.” 

Many of us realize now that, just as he said, there 
was a deep friendliness about that lowest room. 
Some of the best passages in the lives of us all 
have been connected with it. Some would even wish 
to go back to it and begin again, but we hardly 
know how. Those years when we did not pride 
ourselves on amounting to much and took the low- 
est place quite naturally are not all hardships by any 
means as we look back at them now. The modest, 
but hopeful, estimate of one’s self, one’s deserts and 
abilities, is somehow in retrospect connected with 
more surprises, revelations, and joys than these years 
in which we feel the highest room belongs to us 
by right. 


OT wi Upper Room” is a phrase_and figure 





It was in that lowest room fhat efforts seemed al- 
ways worth while, and a little promotion filled life 
with a zest which in its turn made us want to do 
better still. We experienced a keener delight in 
those who did things better than we did. We looked 
up to them, and somehow admiration was a more 
frequent experience than it is to-day. Certainly the 
highest room is no ‘great prize if it is the place 
where admiration fails. “We live by admiration, 
faith, and love.” And Some of us miss it. It does 
not seem to come as often as it used to. But wher- 
ever we used to look we used to see from this van- 
tage ground of the lowest room all kinds of things 
that were excellent and praiseworthy. Down in our 
hearts we feel that there must be more of such 
things than ever before, but we do not see them as 
often. We would like to get back to the point of 
view where we do see them. 

And some people have the daring to do it. They 
are not willing to give in to the deceit that it is 
only when one is young that. we can expect to have 
the world around us look glowing. They suspect 
some great fallacy in this feliet that to the man 
who “has arrived,” as we say, things are bound to 
look disappointing. We must have arrived in some 
wrong way if that is the way they look. Arriving 
rightly, all ought to look better than ever. 

s it possible to get back into that lowest room and 
begin all over again? Yes. It is difficult, but not 
impossible. Theodore Roosevelt once said about 
some complicated situation, that “you can’t unscram- 
ble eggs.” In other words, you could not get the 
original situation back. There are historical situa- 
tions of which that is true, but we draw the wrong 
conclusion when we decide that it applies to our 
personal life. Far as we may have gotten from a 
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healthy humility of spirit, we can retrace our steps. 
If we have been full of thoughts about how much 
people owe us we can take a 
that they owe us very little. 
what we have done for God, for his kingdom, for 
our fellows. We easily fancy ourselves unrequited 
for much labor, but when we really take account of 
stock we find we have not done so much after all. 

A worshiper at the chapel of one of our great 
seminaries was one Sunday quite startled and taken 
hold of and stirred as he heard that great scholar, 
Francis Brown, in his prayer say, “We are not 
worthy to live in this world.” That word followed 
him, broke up his contentment with what he had 
done, gave him a new view of his standing before 
God and his accounts with life. He said he felt 
wholesomer and more honest and refreshed, 

The lowest room still invites us and offers us 
its modest welcome. It opens to the one who is all 
fevered with thoughts about his standing and his suc- 
cess and fame, and has not known a happy hour 
this long time because of it. It is about time that 
many a man turns in thereat who has felt he was 
not getting his due. He may become thankful that 
he has been getting so much more. The highest 
room may, have gotten td be a place where all he 
thinks of are snubs and rivalry and applause and 
precedence that is very precarious, and he is startled 
to discover that this has beceme to such an extent 
the substance of his thought. 

It was not so in the days of the lowest room. In 
those days he cared about what he was doing, but 


now he has been caring too much about what men 
thought of it, In the lowest room he used to put the 
best he had into whatever he did, but in the highest 


room he finds himself calculating what things are 
worth his best. In the old modest days there were 
very humble services which seemed altogether worth 


resh view and realize © 
We all overestimate 
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Are You Having Victery To-day ? 


“ Behold, I have set the land before 
you: go in and possess the land” 
(Deut. 1 : 8). 

Have you claimed your property ? 




















his while; now perhaps; they seem better suited to 
some one else. But the old days were best, and he 
was happier and always moving ahead. 
When the cheery Browning wrote, 
“Then welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth’s smoothness rough,” 


he was speaking of this. The lowest room opéns to 
us in the ordinary contradiction of our wishes. _It 
is before us again in every unwelcome duty from 
which we shrink. The social difficulty, the personal 
antagonism, the snub, the disappointment, all these 
are but forms of the lowest room. And the sin we 
have committed that cries out for confession and 
repentance is another and the most common. Con- 
fession is good for the soul, but this is an age of ac- 
cusation, not confession. Often we discover that 
we have taken positions we cannot hold. Let us 


boldly go back. People may be surprised to find us in 
this new spirit, but it willbe a pleasant surprise. A good 
confessor mightily clears the air for all about him. 

Prayer and being alone with God again, facing our- 
selves and all that is wrong within us, are the lowest 
room, and the facts of life have been all pointing 
that way-_this’ long time. 








Should We Forgive 
an Unrepentant Person? 


The Scripture covering the les¥on of January 9 (Jesus 
Teaching Forgiveness) I consider a most vital one 
covering the conduct of God’s children. One sentence 
in “The Prayer Before the Lesson” seems to cover what 
is essential to bring about the proper results when 
granting forgiveness towards those who have wronged 
us: “Thou hast mercifully forgiven us as we have 
turned to thee in confession and repentance.” 

The Lord asks us te forgive seventy times seven. 
But, is it possible fer us to forgive when forgive- 
ness is not asked in confessien and repentance? 

My parents are Christians, and to them, especially 
to my mother, I owe much. My parents’ good 
name has been slandered, and the most mean and con- 
temptible things said abeut them by two people with 
whom I have occasien te be intimate. They are pro- 
fessing Christians. When I learned how they felt 
towards my parents I unfortunately for the time be- 
ing lost all grace which the Lerd ever gave me. I was 
mad clean through. Can yeu imagine anything more 
mean and despicable than having persons say mean 
things against one’s parents? I immediately said and 
attempted things tewards them in the form of what I 
considered punishment. But as months went on I felt 
that I was suffering defeat,-for instead of “casting my 
burden upon the Lord” I attempted the punishment 
myself. This punishment was principally in the form 
of wanting nothing further to dq with them. 

I soen found out my mistake and wrote them asking 
forgiveness for the temper I had shown and the methods 
I had employed in showing my resentment. This is all I 
had to ask forgiveness for, fer my folks were not 
guilty of one of the things which these people charged 
them with. But these charges breught more sorrow and 
anguish into my life and my parents’ lives than any- 
thing which has ever entered our lives. 

Of recent months these people have done things to 
lead one to believe that they want to forget the past 
and start over again, but they show no inclination 
towards confessien and repentance. They want me to 
visit them, which I have done, being a Christian, al- 
though my whole persenal nature revolts against it. 

How can we have respect for such persons and en- 
joy their fellowship? My parents and I are willing and 
anxieus to forgive, but hew can we when no sincere 
effort has been made te shew true repentance? 

A full and complete solution of the difficulty in the 
light of God’s Werd will be greatly appreciated, and 
give help to a struggling seul who secks to do the 
Lord’s will—A New Yerk Keader. 


God never works a greater miracle than when he 
gives a human being completely forgiving love for 
an unrepentant enemy. And there is no “enemy” 
whom it is more impossible for us, in our human 
nature, to love and fergive than one who has been 
cruelly unjust toward us or our loved ones. It is 
exactly this supreme miracle which God offers to 
work in the hearts of all who, having accepted Christ 
as their own Saviour, yield fully to his mastery and 
trust fully in him for this miracle. 

We must remember that human forgiveness and 
divine forgiveness are necessarily fundamentally dif- 
ferent. When we, as human beings, are asked to 
forgive another human being, we do so as forgiven 
sinners ourselves. Beearse we have heen forgiven 


more than we can ever forgive, we are in no position 


to withhold forgiveness of any sort, no matter what 
the provocation or offense against us has been. But 
God, in extending forgiveness to us, is not one who 
has been forgiven or who could ever need forgive- 
ness. Therefore his position in forgiving, and our 
position in forgiving, are essentially different. 

God’s forgiveness of ‘our sins 1s made possible, 
because he is a righteous and holy God as well as 
a loving God, only through our Substitute, Jesus 
Christ, having paid the penalty of our sins. This 
makes it possible for God to remit our sins, —the 
Greek word for “remission” and “forgiveness” is the 
same. Now God cannot remit the sins of a person 
who will not come to him in acknowledgment of 
those sins and iy acceptance of his offer of forgive- 
ness, Therefore confession of sin and repentance 
for sin, before God, are necessary to God’s forgive- 
ness of the sinner. 

But the duty which Christ enjoins upon all be- 
lievers, because their sins have been forgiven by 
God through Christ’s shed blood, is that of loving 
tiftir enemies and forgiving them, wholly apart from 
the question of the attitude of the enemy, his re- 

ntance or unrepentance. “For if ye love them which 
ove you, what thank have ye?” our Lord asks. “For 
sinners also love those that love them. And if ye 
do good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also do even the same... But 
love ye your enemies” (Luke 6: 32-35). 

And again: “Be ye kind one fo another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph, 4: 32). 

We are te love those whom, because of their con- 
duct or character, we may not be able to respect or 
to trust. The Holy Spirit will produce this love 
in our hearts on the two simple conditions of surren- 
der and faith. The first part of the ninefold fruit of 
the Spirit is love (Gal. 5:22, 23). And then, instead 
of one’s “whole personal nature” revolting against 
going te see an enemy who has foully wronged us, 
we Shall find our hearts overflowing with the miracle- 
love of God for that one. 


at 
Did Christ Break the Law? 


In your issue of October 30, page 6e0, under the head- 
ing “Leading Questions” by Dr. Griffith Thomas, is this 
question: “Why did Christ break the law by touch- 
ing the leper?” I am writing to ask if you consider 
that a proper question. I put that question to my class 
of men, and ene of them made an objection to my say- 
ing that “Christ broke the law.” I contended that he 
did break the law, and, as the law giver and being 
truly God, he had a right to do so. 

But since then, having leoked at the law as given 
in Leviticus, I have had some doubts as to such a 
statement being correct. Now, was it law that none 
should touch a leper? Or was it simply good advice? 
There seems to have been no penalty, simply the per- 
son was unclean till evening. } Did the Lord Jesus 
Christ ever “break the law”? He said that he came 
not to destroy but to fulfil the law. I have believed 
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and taught that he was the only one who ever kept 
the law perfectly. 

When the disciples plucked the ears of corn on the 
Sabbath, did they “break the law” with Christ’s: ap- 
proval? Is it proper to say that he, as Lord, broke a 
law when he set it aside or seemed to ignore it?— 
A New York State Reader. 


A careful comparison of Leviticus and Numbers 
seems to show clearly that it was “law” and not 
merely “good advice” which pronounced ceremonial 
uncleanness on any one who touched a leper. The 
uncleanness “until the evening” was itself a penalty. 
Plummer, in his Commentary on Matthew, sayg that 
our Lord’s touch was the expression of his com- 
passion (Matt. 15:41), and also the answer to the 
leper’s timid “If thou wilt”; and he says that this 
touch confirmed the leper’s faith in Christ’s power 
and assured him of our Lord’s goodness, thereby 
completing the preparation of the sufferer’s mind 
for the cleansing. Then Plummer adds: “We may 
conclude, therefore, that Jesus touched the leper on 
the same principle as that on which he healed on 
the Sabbath. The law of charity is above the cere- 
monial law, and the touch was necessary to assure 
the sufferer of Christ’s absolute sympathy and readi- 
ness to help.” 

This is no “destruction” of law, but it is really 
fulfilment in the sense of “fil-ful-ment,” which is 
what our Lord came to do. From the superficial 
standpoint of a Jew Christ undoubtedly “broke” the 
law, but he really superseded it. The words of 
Trench in his book on the Miracles are worth noting: 
“These outer prohibitions held good for all, till He 
came, the Pure to whom all things were pure; who, 
incontaminable Himself, feared not the contamination 
of a touch; for in Him, first among men, the advanc- 
ing tide of this world’s evil was effectually arrested 
and rolled back.” We must never forget that while 
Christ thus superseded the lower law, he did not re- 
pudiate it, but only introduced the higher principle. 


yA 
What Is the Property Owner’s Duty ? 


A church in this community has to go through an 
ordeal every summer during harvest time. One of the 
leading men of the church owns a farm, but does not 
work it himself, the tenant of the farm working it for 
him, while he (the owner) lives in town. 

It happens that during the wheat harvest this ten- 
ant; said to be not a Christian, occasionally works 
on Sunday. The people of the church are restless about 
this and blame the owner, who is a leading brother in 
the church, for it. 

The owner in return argues that it is not his fault, 
as he has often told his tenant not to do it, and that 
if the tenant does do it the owner cannot help it. The 
church argues that the owner can change his contract 
with his tenant, and require that no work be done on 
the farm on Sunday. 

The owner says that the church has no right to ask 
him to change his contract to that effect; that these 
are personal matters, and that he is not going to do 
such a thing. 

The situation is a bone of contention that is dis- 
cussed anew from harvest to harvest. What would be 
your advice?—A Member of the Church. 


Are not both sides of this controversy in danger 
of being in the wrong spirit in the matter? If 
the members of the church prayerfully seek to know 
God’s will, while looking to him for the shedding 
abroad in their hearts, by the Holy Spirit, of the 
love of God, and at the same time continue in prayer 
for God’s working in the hearts of the two men 


‘whose actions they question, there is little doubt 


that God’s own solution of the difficulty would soon 
be reached, 

And similarly, if the Christian owner of the farm 
will lay the matter before God in humble prayer, 
ignoring any wrong spirit that may have been 
shown on the part of his critics, he can and will 
learn the will of God and will be enabled to do it, 
no matter where it leads. 

The question of the obligation of a property owner 
with reference to the actions of a tenant would 
seem to be one for individual leading by God in 
each case, rather than for the laying down of any 
rules. On the one hand, a Christian property owner 
is plainly responsible to God not to allow his prop- 
erty to be used for flagrant offenses in the eyes of 
either God or men. On the other hand, an owner 
is plainly not responsible for every action of a tenant. 
No conscientious Christian would be willing to have 
his property used, even before nation-wide prohibi- 
tion came in, for the liquor traffic, or for immoral pur- 
poses, or, even when no man-made law was being 
broken, in ways that would be an offense to the con- 
science or the comfort of a community. But even 
a Christian property owner is not responsible for 
the belief or the unbelief of a tenant, or for many 
wrong details in the life of such a tenant that are 
of a personal and private nature. The question of 
responsibility seems to be one, not so much of per- 
manent principle, as of local conditions and the de- 
gree to which a matter is carried. Surely no con- 
scientious Christian would advocate or defend Sun- 
day farming.. Whether it is a duty on the part of 
one Christian to enforce this in the life of another 
person, not a Christian, is a matter in which God’s 
will, in every individual case, can confidently be 
sought and found. 
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Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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A Japanese Christian’s Life-Story 


When he lost under persecution everything 
but the Bible and Bunyan 


By Paul M. Kanamori 





" This is the first article of a series by the noted Japanese evangelist, the Rev. Paul M. Kanamori, who has won thou- 


sands of his countrymen to Christ by his fameus three-heu 


r sermon en God, sin, and salvation. The_life story 


will describe. how, the Higher Criticism of the Bible eventually wrecked his Christian life, and how he came back. 
~- The next article will appear in an early issue. 


BOUT 1870 an American soldier, Captain L. L. 

gs came to my country. He was not sent 

y the American Government, but was invited 

by the Japanese Government to teach military tactics 
to her subjects. 

Captain Janes was not a missionary, and had no 
connection with any mission board in America. But 
he was an earnest Christian, filled with a strong de- 
sire to lead to Christ those boys who came under 
his instruction. 

In ‘the beginning he could not talk much about 
Christianity, because he did not have the language. 
Captain Janes could not speak Japanese at all. e 
did not even attempt to learn: it. He used English 
alone from the very beginning of his teaching. 

It was in the third year of his teaching, when 
the older boys began to understand him and could 
talk to him in English, that he began to talk about 
Christianity. He could not teach Christianity in the 
school, but he offered to teach us the Bible, if we 
would go to his house Saturday evenings, and he 
alt us several copies of the English Bible. At 

rst, out of mere curiosity, a few ofthe older boys 
went to read the Bible with him every Saturday eve- 
ning. But the Bible was a strange book to us, and we 
could not understand it at all. 

“From the very beginning of the Bible reading he 
asked us to commit to memory certain passages, such 
as John 1: 1-18; 3: 1-21, and we did so out of sheer 
respect for our revered teacher. I have forgotten 
almost everything I heard in his Bible class, but 
these Scripture verses still remain in my memory. 

Then, in addition to this Bible reading, Captain 
Janes began to preach every Sunday morning in, his 
own parlor. Though he had no theological training, 
he used to preach fine sermons, and very long ones, 
often two or three hours. But,-as he was an elo- 
quent speaker, we were much impressed by his Sun- 
day morning preaching. 

Through his preaching about a dozen boys of 
the school were converted. This was in the summer 
of 1875. . 

When we were converted, we became very much 
interested in reading the Bible. But while the school 
was in session we could not get much time for it, 
because we were so pressed with our daily lessons, 
When the winter vacation of that year came, a few 
of the Christian boys remained in the school, instead 
of going back to their own homes to enjoy the holi- 
days. The object of our staying in the school was to 
read the Bible and pray together. 

This Bible reading was the preparation for a ae 
ful revival which soon broke out in that school. 

But without knowing that it was a revival of re- 
ligion, we had it, and that, too, a powerful one. It 
came in this wise: When: the winter vacation was 
over the younger boys returned to the school, and 
we older boys, who read the Bible during vacation, 
were now so full of it that we could not help talk- 
ing about it to these younger students. These stu- 
dents likewise became very much interested in hear- 
ing Bible stories, and they also began to read the 
Bible themselves. So we formed Bible classes and 
taught them. Everybody was reading the Bible, and 
everywhere Bible classes were going on. Conse- 
quently, for the whole first week of the term, the 
regular studies were suspended, and the school was 
given over to Bible reading. Conversion after con- 
version occurred. There was a boy of about fifteen 
years of age who preached so powerfully among his 
fellow students that. as a result many were con- 
verted, ” 

The revival did not confine itself within school 
walls. We were not satisfied with the conversion of the 
schoolboys alone. We went out of the school, preach- 
ing the Gospel in our own homes, to our parents, 
relatives, and friends. We even went to our former 
Confucian teachers, and told them the new truth we 
had learned from the Bible. There were quite often 
very hot discussions between these old teachers and 
the newly converted Christian boys. But always these 
boys were able to confound those old Confucian 
scholars. As they could not withstand nor gain- 
say these boys’ arguments, they were enraged at them. 
One day I called on my old Confucian teacher, who 
loved me as dearly as one of his own sons, and I 
was also very much attached to him, and when I told 
him the new truth which I had learned from the 
Bible, there arose a hot discussion between us. When 
he saw that I would not obey his command to re- 
nounce the Christian faith, he was greatly enraged, 
and said, “You must never come back again to my 
house to see me.” I was almost driven out of his 
house, and did not see him again before his death. 


But I am happy to tell you_that not long after his 
death, his widow became a Christian, and one of his 
grandsons is now the pastor of a Christian church. 

Now in the midst of such sweeping revival, a great 
enemy appeared. Persecution broke out, not by the 
government, but by the families, parents, relatives, 
and friends of the young converts, At the instiga- 
tion of the Confucian teachers, the parents and rela- 
tives began to persuade their boys to renounce their 
Christian faith, and to return to the Confucian teach- 
ing. They tried in every way to drive out of their 
boys’ heads what they called, “the foolish notion of 
believing in an unclean religion,” but it was too late. 
Christianity had already taken such a deep root in 
our hearts that nothing could uproot it. A fire once 
kindled by heaven cannot be quenched by any earthly 
means. Of course there were a few weak ones amon 
the believing boys, who fell away from the ranks o 
believers because of this persecution. But there re- 
mained about forty boys with the firm determination 
to hold on to their new faith, even unto death. 

I distinctly recall it now that it was January 30, 
1876, that these forty Christian boys went up a little 
hill called Hanaoka, its literal meaning being the 
“Mount of Flowers,” just outside of the city of 
Kumamoto, where Captain Janes’ school was located. 
At the top of the “Mount of Flowers” there was a 
big old pine-tree spreading out its branches, This 
pine tree is still standing there after half a century 
of the most evéntful life of new Japan. Under this 
grand old tree, at the top of the hill, those forty 
Christian boys had a service, dedicating themselves 
to God. First they drew up an article of dedication, 
the main meaning of which, as I remember it now, 


was as follows: “This day we consecrate ourselves - 


to the service of Christ, and pledge ourselves to 
preach his Gospel throughout the whole empire of 
Japan, even though it means death.” After the 
reading of this article each one signed his name to it. 
Then they sang several hymns. We had no Japanese 
hymns as yet. We knew only the English hymns, 
which Mrs, Janes taught us to sing. ur favorite 
hymn was: 
“Jesus, I my cross have taken 
All to leave and follow thee, 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known, 
Yet how rich is my condition, 
God and Heaven are still my own!” 


This hymn exactly expressed our situation at the 
time. Here at the top of the “Mount of Flowers” 
we took up our cross, determined to follow Jesus, 
even unto death. Here we forsook all our fond 


worldly ambitions. Heretofore we dreamed of be-* 


coming great men of the world, but now we had 


_chosen to become “naked, poor, despised, forsaken,” 


for Christ’s sake. Here wé took our firm stand, and 
prepared to face a storm of persecution, which was 
just bursting upon us, to crush and overthrow this 
little band of iprty boys. Then, as the last act of 
our dedication Service, I offered a prayer of conse- 
cration for us all. Thus armed with power from 
above we descended the ae singing and rejoicing. 
This was indeed a bold challenge to the enemies of 
Christianity. 

As soon as the meeting of the Christian boys at 
the “Mount of Flowers” was known abroad, our 
persecutors took stronger measures. Many of the 
Christian boys were taken out of the — ee and 
imprisoned in their homes, or other places, being cut 
off entirely from their Christian friends in the school, 
and subjected to very severe treatment, and in some 
cases even to cruelty. 

I was one of the most bitterly persecuted. After 
receiving severe treatment at the hands of my rela- 
tives for many months, I was finally disowned and 
cast out of my father’s house. I lost everything 
except my English Bible and Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” which became my sole possessions. 

Thus far I have told you only one side of this story 
of the “Kumamoto Band.” There is another side 
to it, even more wonderful than this, which I must 
not omit. In the summer of 1865, just ten years be- 
fore the time of which Iam speaking, a young 
Japanese arrived in the city of Boston, Mass. In 
those days to leave the country was certain death 
to a Japanese. But the young man dared this cer- 
tain death, and after a year of hardship and suffering 
in a sea voyage, he finally reached his goal, the land 
of liberty and enlightenment. He was poor and desti- 
tute, and was without any friends to look after him 
in this strange land. But Heaven did not forsake 
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“him. A generous and noble-hearted Christian citi- 


zen of Boston, Mr. Alpheus Hardy, hearing of his 
case, took him into his home, and decided to adopt 
him and give him a thorough American education. 

After ten years of training and preparation this 
young man returned to Japan, in 1874, and the next 

ear, 1875, which was the very year when those 
<umamoto boys were converted, he opened a Chris- 
tian school under the auspices of the American Mis- 
sion Board in Japan, in the city of Kyoto, the old 
capital, This was Doctor Joseph Hardy Neeshima, 
a man of God, and the greatest Christian leader in 
Japan, He was filled with a pereens zeal for the 
salvation of his countrymen, and was looking eagerly 
for like-minded young men who would come and 
i him in the great work of the evangelization of 
apan. 

In the spring of 1876, when Captain Janes, through 
an American newspaper, heard of Dr. Neeshima and 
his Christian school, he at once communicated with 
him, and told him all about the “Kumamoto Band.” 
It came as a great surprise to Dr. Neeshima and his 
colleagues. They had never dreamed of such a won- 
derful thing going on in such an obscure part of 
the country. 

On our side it was a great joy and comfort in 
the midst of persecution, to hear of such a Christian 
man and school existing in our own country. By 
the fall of that year, almost all of the “Kumamoto 
Band,” having been driven out of their homes and 
their native Province, came to this school of Dr. 
Neeshima and joined him in his great work. Thus 
was started the first Christian college, “The Doshisha 
University,” which was destined to become a center 
ef Christian education and Christian influence in 
Japan, and from which came the new impulse for 
Christian work in that country, and Dr. Neeshima 
became its first president. 

Of this “Kumamoto Band,” about fifteen boys who 
had already finished their preparatory education in 
Captain Janes’ school joined the theological class, 
the first in Doshisha University. For three years 
they received theological training and> preparation 
for the Christian ministry. After graduating, in 
1879, most of these boys went out as Thee mission- 
aries, preaching the Gospel of Christ all over Japan, 
and founding Congregational churches in many parts 
of the country. 


New York Ciry. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frest 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















The Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thow? (Gen. 3:9). 


OM the equity standpoint, God would have been 
justified in letting Adam go. He has done this, 
is doing it, and will yet do it, in respect to as many 
as refuse to turn back to him. But grace led him 
to call in hope that his creature-child might hear 
and return, for he willeth not that any should perish. 
So then when Adam had no desire to seek God, God 
sought him. 

And God found Adam, and also his wife, as a 
shepherd finds two wandering and lost sheep of his 
flock. Drawing their reluctant souls to himself, ex- 
tracting from them their halting confessions, awak- 
ening within them their trembling faith, he covers 
them at last beneath the skins of the sacrificial : vic- 
tims and restores them to himself. Much had been 
lost, primal innocency, obedience, and acceptance; 
but much also was gained, the revelation ef God as 
the author of all grace, love, and redemption, and, 
for man, eternal life. So where sin did abound grace 
did much more abound; and where man’s sun went 
down in dark eclipse, the Sun of Righteousness arose 
with healing in his wings, to stand in Ged’s firma- 
ment as its central and pre-eminent glory forever. 

Moreover, the Voice has never since ceased to 
cry. It is because it called one day, yearningly, per- 
suasively, that you and I are Christians. And it is 
because it calls us day by day that we have desire 
for holiness and fellowship with God. Sometimes 
in light and joy, sometimes in darkness and sorrow, 
always by the Spirit and through the Word, the 
Voice pleads for return, for worship, for communion, 
for ourselves. This is what Christ meant when he 
said: “The Father seeketh such to worship him.” 
The love that will not let us go still yearns and cries 
out for us, that it may draw us back and take us in. 
Adam heard the voice and came. Shall we do so? 
And when we have returned, let us never wander 
again. 

Princeton, N. J. 
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Have you formed the book habit? It’s a good one. 

Most folks who are “too busy to read” spend 
enough time in useless reading cach day te give them 
@ good education if spent wisely. Keep a goed book 
handy, and read it as opportunity offers. 

The value of books does not wear out. 
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healthy humility of spirit, we can retrace our steps. 
If we have been full of thoughts about how much 
people owe us we can take a 
that they owe us very little. 
what we have done for God, for his kingdom, for 
our fellows. We easily fancy ourselves unrequited 
for much labor, but when we really take account of 
stock we find we have not done so much after all. 

A worshiper at the chapel of one of our great 
seminaries was one Sunday quite startled and taken 
hold of and stirred as he heard that great scholar, 
Francis Brown, in his prayer say, “We are not 
worthy to live in this world.” That word followed 
him, broke up his contentment with what he had 
done, gave him a new view of his standing before 
God and his accounts with life. He said he felt 
wholesomer and more honest and refreshed. 

The lowest room still invites us and offers us 
its modest welcome. It opens to the one who is all 
fevered with thoughts about his standing and his suc- 
cess and fame, and has not known a happy hour 
this long time because of it. It is about time that 
many a man turns in thereat who has felt he was 
not getting his due. He may become thankful that 
he has been getting so much more. The highest 
room may, have gotten tod be a place where all he 
thinks of are snubs and rivalry and applause and 
precedence that is very precarious, and he is startled 
to discover that this has beceme to such an extent 
the substarice of his thought. : 

It was not so in the days of the lowest room. In 
those days he cared about what he was doing, but 
now he has been caring too much about what men 
thought of it. In the lowest room he used to put the 
best he had into whatever he did, but in the highest 
room he finds himself calculating what things are 
worth his best. In the old modest days there were 
very humble services which seemed altogether worth 





Should We Forgive 
an Unrepentant Person? 


The Scripture covering the les¥on of January 9 (Jesus 


Teaching Forgiveness) I consider a most vital one 
covering the conduct of God’s children. One sentence 
in “The Prayer Before the Lesson” seems to cover what 
is essential to bring about the proper results when 
granting forgiveness towards those who have wronged 
us: “Thou hast mercifully forgiven us as we have 
turned to thee in confession and repentance.” 

The Lord asks us te forgive seventy times seven. 
But, is it possible fer us to forgive when forgive- 
ness is not asked in confession and repentance? 

My parents are Christians, and to them, especially 
to my mother, I owe much. . My parents’ good 
name has been slandered, and the most mean and con- 
temptible things said abeut them by two people with 
whom I have occasien te be intimate. They are pro- 
fessing Christians. When I learned how they felt 
towards my parents I unfortunately for the time be- 
ing lost all grace which the Lerd ever gave me. I was 
mad clean through. Can yeu imagine anything more 
mean and despicable than having persons say mean 
things against one’s parents? I immediately said and 
attempted things tewards them in the form of what I 
considered punishment. But as months went on I felt 
that I was sufferiag defeat,-for instead of “casting my 
burden upon the Lord” I attempted the punishment 
myself. This punishment was principally in the form 
of wanting nothing further to dg with them. 

I soen found out my mistake and wrote them asking 
forgiveness for the temper I had shown and the methods 
I had employed in showing my resentment. This is all I 
had to ask forgiveness for, fer my folks were not 
guilty of one of the things which these people charged 
them with. But these charges breught more sorrow and 
anguish into my life and my parents’ lives than any- 
thing which has ever entered our lives. 

Of recent months these people have done things to 
lead one to believe that they want to forget the past 
and start over again, but they show no inclination 
towards confessien and repentance. They want me to 
visit them, which I have done, being a Christian, al- 
though my whole persenal nature revolts against it. 

How can we have respect for such persons and en- 
joy their fellowship? My parents and I are willing and 
anxious to forgive, but hew can we when no sincere 
effort has been made te shew true repentance? 

A full and complete solution of the difficulty in the 
light of God’s Werd will be greatly appreciated, and 
give help to a struggling seul who seeks to do the 
Lord’s will—A New Yerk Reader. 


God never works a greater miracle than when he 
gives a human being completely forgiving love for 
an unrepentant enemy. And there is no “enemy” 
whom it is more impossible for us, in our human 
nature, to love and forgive than one who has been 
cruelly unjust toward us or our loved ones. It is 
exactly this supreme miracle which God offers to 
work in the hearts of all who, having accepted Christ 
as their own Saviour, yield fully to his mastery and 
trust fully in him for this miracle. 

We must remember that human forgiveness and 
divine forgiveness are necessarily fundamentally dif- 
ferent. When we, as human beings, are asked to 
forgive another human being, we do so as forgiven 
sinners ourcel } tise we have heen forgiven 
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resh view and realize © 
We all overestimate 
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Are You Having Victory To-day ? 
“ Behold, I have set the land before 











you: go in and possess the land” 
(Deut. 1 : 8). 
Have you claimed your property ? 











his while; now perhaps; they seem better suited to 
some one else. But the old days were best, and he 
was happier and always moving ahead. 
When the cheery Browning wrote, 
“Then welcome each rebuff 
That turns earth’s smoothness rough,” 


he was speaking of this. The lowest room opéns to 
us in the ordinary contradiction of our wishes. _It 
is before us again in every unwelcome duty from 
which we shrink. The social difficulty, the personal 
antagonism, the snub, the disappointment, all these 
are but forms of the lowest room. And the sin we 
have committed tha® cries out for confession and 
repentance is another and the mest common. Con- 
fession is good for the soul, but this is an age of ac- 
cusation, not confession. Often we discover that 
we have taken positions we cannot hold. Let us 
boldly go back. People may be surprised to find us in 
this new spirit, but it willbe a pleasant surprise. A good 
confessor mightily clears the air for all about him. 

Prayer and being alone with God again, facing our- 
selves and all that is wrong within us, are the Eeouss 
room, and the facts of life have been all pointing 
that way-this long time. 








more than we can ever forgive, we are in no position 


to withhold forgiveness of any sort, no matter what 
the provocation or offense against us has been. But 
God, in extending forgiveness to us, is not one who 
has been forgiven or who could ever need forgive- 
ness. Therefore his position in forgiving, and our 
position in forgiving, are essentially different. 

God’s forgiveness of ‘our sins is made possible, 
because he is a righteous and holy God as well as 
a loving God, only through our Substitute, Jesus 
Christ, having paid the penalty of our sins. This 
makes it possible for God to remit our sins, —the 
Greek word for “remission” and “forgiveness” is the 
same. Now God cannot remit the sins of a person 
who will not come to him in acknowledgment of 
those sins and iy acceptance of his offer of forgive- 
ness, Therefore confession of sin and repentance 
for sin, before God, are necessary to God’s forgive- 
ness of the sinner. 

But the duty which Christ enjoins upon all be- 
lievers, because their sins have been forgiven by 
God through Christ’s shed blood, is that of loving 
tiftir enemies and forgiving them, wholly apart from 
the question of the attitude of ithe enemy, his re- 

ntance or unrepentance. “For if ye love them which 
ove you, what thank have ye?” our Lord asks. “For 
sinners also love those that love them. And if ye 
do good to them which do good to you, what thank 
have ye? for sinners also do even the same... But 
love ye your enemies” (Luke 6: 32-35). 

And again: “Be ye kind one to another, tender- 
hearted, forgiving one another, even as God for 
Christ’s sake hath forgiven you” (Eph, 4: 32). 

We are te love those whom, because of their con- 
duct or character, we may not be able to respect or 
to trust. The Holy Spirit will produce this love 
in our hearts on the two simple conditions of surren- 
der and faith. The first part of the ninefold fruit of 
the Spirit is love (Gal. 5:22, 23). And then, instead 
of one’s “whole personal nature” revolting against 
going te see an enemy who has foully wronged us, 
we shall find our hearts overflowirg with the miracle- 
love of God for that one. 


Pat 
Did Christ Break the Law ? 


In your issue of October 30, pag< 600, under the head- 
ing “Leading Questions” by Dr. Griffith Thomas, is this 
question: “Why did Christ break the law by touch- 
ing the leper?” I am writing to ask if you consider 
that a preper question. I put that question to my class 
of men, and ene of them made an objection to my say- 
ing that “Christ broke the law.” = contended that he 
did break the law, and, as the law giver and being 
truly God, he had a right to do so. 

But since then, having leoked at the law as given 
in Leviticus, I have had some doubts as to such a 
statement being correct. Now, was it law that none 
should touch a leper? Or was it simply good advice? 
There seems to have been no penalty, simply the per- 
son was unclean till evening. } Did the Lord Jesus 
Christ ever “break the law’? He said that he came 
not to destroy but to fulfil the law. I have believed 
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and taught that he was the only one who ever kept 
the law perfectly. 

When the disciples plucked the ears of corn on the 
Sabbath, did they “break the law” with Christ’s: ap- 
proval? Is it proper to say that he, as Lord, broke a 
law when he set it aside or seemed to ignore it?— 
A New York State Reader. 


A careful comparison of Leviticus and Numbers 
seems to show clearly that it was “law” and not 
merely “good advice” which pronounced ceremonial 
uncleanness on any one who touched a leper. The 
uncleanness “until the evening” was itself a penalty. 
Plummer, in his Commentary on Matthew, sayg that 
our Lord’s touch was the expression of his com- 
passion (Matt. 15:41), and also the answer to the 
leper’s timid “If thou wilt’; and he says that this 
touch confirmed the leper’s faith in Christ’s power 
and assured him of our Lord’s goodness, thereby 
completing the preparation of the sufferer’s mind 
for the cleansing. Then Plummer adds: “We may 
conclude, therefore, that Jesus touched the leper on 
the same principle as that on which he healed on 
the Sabbath. The law of charity is above the cere- 
monial law, and the touch was necessary to assure 
the sufferer of Christ’s absolute sympathy and readi- 
ness to help.” 

This is no “destruction” of law, but it is really 
fulfilment in the sense of “fil-ful-ment,” which is 
what our Lord came to do. From the superficial 
standpoint of a Jew Christ undoubtedly “broke” the 
law, but he really superseded it. The words of 
Trench in his book on the Miracles are worth noting: 
“These outer prohibitions held good for all, till He 
came, the Pure to whom all things were pure; who, 
incontaminable Himself, feared not the contamination 
of a touch; for in Him, first among men, the advanc- 
ing tide of this world’s evil was effectually arrested 
and rolled back.” We must never forget that while 
Christ thus superseded the lower law, he did not re- 
pudiate it, but only introduced the higher principle. 


sx 
What Is the Property Owner’s Duty ? 


A church in this community has to go through an 
ordeal every summer during harvest time. One of the 
leading men of the church owns a farm, but does not 
work it himself, the tenant of the farm working it for 
him, while he (the owner) lives in town. 

It happens that during the wheat harvest this ten- 
ant; said to be not a Christian, occasionally works 
on Sunday. The people of the church are restless about 
this and blame the owner, who is a leading brother in 
the church, for it. 

The owner in return argues that it is not his fault, 
as he has often told his tenant not to do it, and that 
if the tenant does do it the owner cannot help it. The 
church argues that the owner can change his contract 
with his tenant, and require that no work be done on 
the farm on Sunday. 

The owner says that the church has no right to ask 
him to change his contract to that effect; that these 
are personal matters, and that he is not going to do 
such a thing. 

The situation 
cussed anew from harvest to harvest. 
your advice?—A Member of the Church, 


is a bone of contention that is dis- 
What would be 


Are not both sides of this controversy in danger 
of being in the wrong spirit in the matter? If 
the members of the church prayerfully seek to know 
God’s will, while looking to him for the shedding 
abroad in their hearts, by the Holy Spirit, of the 
love of God, and at the same time continue in prayer 
for God’s working in the hearts of the two men 


‘whose actions they question, there is little doubt 


that God’s own solution of the difficulty would soon 
be reached, 

And similarly, if the Christian owner of the farm 
will lay the matter before God in humble prayer, 
ignoring any wrong spirit that may have been 
shown on the part of his critics, he can and will 
learn the will of God and will be enabled to do it, 
no matter where it leads. 

The question of the obligation of a property owner 
with reference to the actions of a tenant would 
seem to be one for individual leading by God in 
each case, rather than for the laying down of any 
rules. On the one hand, a Christian property owner 
is plainly responsible to God not to allow his prop- 
erty to be used for flagrant offenses in the eyes of 
either God or men. On the other hand, an owner 
is plainly not responsible for every action of a tenant. 
No conscientious Christian would be willing to have 
his property used, even before nation-wide prohibi- 
tion came in, for the liquor traffic, or for immoral pur- 
poses, or, even when no man-made law was being 
broken, in ways that would be an offense to the con- 
science or the comfort of a community. But even 
a Christian property owner is not responsible for 
the belief or the unbelief of a tenant, or for many 
wrong details in the life of such a tenant that are 
of a personal and private nature. The question of 
responsibility seems to be one, not so much of per- 
manent principle, as of local conditions and the de- 
gree to which a matter is carried. Surely no con- 
scientious Christian would advocate or defend Sun- 
day farming.. Whether it is a duty on the part of 
one Christian to enforce this in the life of another 
person, not a Christian, is a matter in which God’s 
will, iti every individual case, can confidently be 
sought and found. 
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Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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A Japanese Christian’s Life-Story 


When he lost under persecution everything 
but the Bible and Bunyan 


By Paul M. Kanamori 





" This is the first article of a series by the noted Japanese evangelist, the Rev. Paul M. Kanamori, who has won thou- 


sands of his countrymen to Christ by 


his fameus three- 


7 sermon en God, sin, and salvation. The life story 


will describe. how, the Higher Criticism of the Bible eventually wrecked his Christian life, and how he came back. 
~- The next article will appear in an early issue. 


BOUT 1870 an American soldier, Captain L. L. 

Janes, came to my country. He was not sent 

by the American Government, but was invited 
by the Japanese Government to teach military tactics 
to her subjects, 

Captain Janes was not a missionary, and had no 
connection with any mission board in America. But 
he was an earnest Christian, filled with a strong de- 
sire to lead to Christ those boys who came under 
his instruction. 

In ‘the beginning he could not talk much about 
Christianity, because he did not have the language. 
Captain Janes could not speak Japanese at all. He 
did not even attempt to learn it. He used English 
alone from the very beginning of his teaching. 

It was in the third year of his teaching, when 
the older boys ‘began to understand him and could 
talk to him in English, that he began to talk about 
Christianity. He could not teach Christianity in the 
school, but he offered to teach us the Bible, if we 
would go to his house Saturday evenings, and he 
ore us several copies of the English Bible. At 

rst, out of mere curiosity, a few of. the older boys 
went to read the Bible with him every Saturday eve- 
ning. But the Bible was a strange book to us, and we 
could not understand it at all. 

From the very beginning of the Bible reading he 
asked us to commit to memory certain passages, such 
as John 1: 1-18; 3: 1-21, and we did so out of sheer 
respect for our revered teacher. I have forgotten 
almost everything I heard in his Bible class, but 
these Scripture verses still remain in my memory. 

Then, in addition to this Bible reading, Captain 
Janes began to preach every Sunday morning in, his 
own parlor. Though he had no theological training, 
he used to preach fine sermons, and very long ones, 
often two or three hours. But,.as he was an elo- 
quent speaker, we were much impressed by his Sun- 
day morning preaching. 

Through his preachin 
the school were converted. 
of 1875. 

When we were converted, we became very much 
interested in reading the Bible. But while the school 
was in session we could not get much time for it, 
because we were so pressed with our daily lessons, 
When the winter vacation of that year came, a few 
of the Christian boys remained in the school, instead 
of going back to their own homes to enjoy the holi- 
days. The object of our staying in the school was to 
read the Bible and pray together. 

This Bible reading was the preparation for a power- 
ful revival which soon broke out in that cckeak 

But without knowing that it was a revival of re- 
ligion, we had it, and that, too, a powerful one. It 
came in this wise: When. the winter vacation was 
over the younger boys returned to the school, and 
we older boys, who read the Bible during vacation, 
were now so full of it that we could not help talk- 
ing about it to these younger students. These stu- 
dents likewise became very much interested in hear- 
ing Bible stories, and they also began to read the 
Bible themselves. So we formed Bible classes and 
taught them. Everybody was reading the Bible, and 
everywhere Bible classes were going on. Conse- 
quently, for the whole first week of the term, the 
regular studies were suspended, and the school was 
given over to Bible reading. Conversion after con- 
version occurred. There was a boy of about fifteen 
years of age who preached so powerfully among his 
fellow students that. as a result many were con- 
verted, > 

The revival did not confine itself within school 
walls. We were not satisfied with the conversion of the 
schoolboys alone. We went out of the school, preach- 
ing the Gospel in our own homes, to our parents, 
relatives, and friends. We even went to our former 
Confucian teachers, and told them the new truth we 
had learned from the Bible. There were quite often 
very hot discussions between these old teachers and 
the newly converted Christian boys. But always these 
boys were able to confound those old Confucian 
scholars. As they could not withstand nor gain- 
say these boys’ arguments, they were enraged at them. 
One day I called on my old Confucian teacher, who 
loved me as dearly as one of his own sons, and I 
was also very much attached to him, and when I told 
him the new truth which I had learned from the 
Bible, there arose a hot discussion between us. When 
he saw that I would not obey his command to re- 
nounce the Christian faith, he was greatly enraged, 
and said, “You must never come back again to my 
house to see me.” I was almost driven out of his 
house, and did not see him again before his death. 


about a dozen boys of 
This was in the summer 


But I am happy to tell you that not long after his 
death, his widow became a Christian, and one of his 
grandsons is now the pastor of a Christian church. 

Now in the midst of such sweeping revival, a great 
enemy appeared. Persecution broke out, not by the 
government, but by the families, parents, relatives, 
and friends of the young converts. At the instiga- 
tion of the Confucian teachers, the parents and ~ mt 
tives began to persuade their boys to renounce their 
Christian faith, and to return to the Confucian teach- 
ing. They tried in every way to drive out of their 
boys’ heads what they called, “the foolish notion of 
believing in an unclean religion,” but it was too late. 
Christianity had already taken such a deep root in 
our hearts that nothing could uproot it. A fire once 
kindled by heaven cannot be quenched by any earthly 
means. Of course there were a few weak ones amon 
the believing boys, who fell away from the ranks o 
believers because of this persecution. But there re- 
mained about forty boys with the firm determination 
to hold on to their new faith, even unto death. 

I distinctly recall it now that it was January 3o, 
1876, that these forty Christian boys went up a little 
hill called Hanaoka, its literal meaning being the 
“Mount of Flowers,” just outside of the city of 
Kumamoto, where Captain Janes’ school was located. 
At the top of the “Mount of Flowers” there was a 
big old pine-tree spreading out its branches, This 
pine tree is still standing there after half a century 
of the most eventful life of new Japan. Under this 
grand old tree, at the top of the hill, those forty 
Christian boys had a service, dedicating themselves 
to God. First they drew up an article of dedication, 
the main meaning of which, as I remember it now, 


was as follows: “This day we consecrate ourselves - 


to the service of Christ, and pledge ourselves to 
preach his Gospel throughout the whole empire of 
Japan, even though it means death.” After the 
reading of this article each one signed his name to it. 
Then they sang several hymns. We had no Japanese 
hymns as yet. We knew only the English hymns, 
which Mrs. Janes taught us to sing. ur favorite 
hymn was: 
“Jesus, I my cross have taken 
All to leave and follow thee, 
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken, 
Thou from hence my all shall be. 
Perish every fond ambition, 
All I’ve sought, or hoped, or known, 
Yet how rich is my condition, 
God and Heaven are still my own!” 


This hymn exactly expressed our situation at the 
time. Here at the top of the “Mount of Flowers” 
we took up our cross, determined to follow Jesus, 
even unto death. Here we forsook all our fond 
worldly ambitions. 
coming great men of the world, but now we had 


_chosen to become “naked, poor, despised, forsaken,” 


for Christ’s sake. Here wé took our firm stand, and 
prepared to face a storm of persecution, which was 
just bursting upon us, to crush and overthrow this 
little band of forty boys. Then, as the last act of 
our dedication Service, I offered a prayer of conse- 
cration for us all. Thus armed with power from 
above we descended the om singing and rejoicing. 
This was indeed a bold challenge to the enemies of 
Christianity. 

As soon as the meeting of the Christian boys at 
the “Mount of Flowers” was known abroad, our 
persecutors took stronger measures. Many of the 
Christian boys were taken out of the school and 
imprisoned in their homes, or other places, being cut 
off entirely from their Christian friends in the school, 
and subjected to very severe treatment, and in some 
cases even to cruelty. 

I was one of the most bitterly persecuted. After 
receiving severe treatment at the fends of my rela- 
tives for many months, I was finally disowned and 
cast out of my father’s house. I lost everything 
except my English Bible and Bunyan’s “Pilgrim’s 
Progress,” which became my sole possessions. 

Thus far I have told you only one side of this story 
of the “Kumamoto Band.” There is another side 
to it, even more wonderful than this, which I must 
not omit. In the summer of 1865, just ten years be- 
fore the time of which Iam speaking, a young 
Japanese arrived in the city of Boston, Mass. In 
those days to leave the country was certain death 
to a Japanese. But the young man dared this cer- 
tain death, and after a year of hardship and suffering 
in a sea voyage, he finally reached his goal, the land 
of liberty and enlightenment. He was poor and desti- 
tute, and was without any friends to look after him 
in this strange land. But Heaven did not forsake 


Heretofore we dreamed of be-~ 
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him. A generous and noble-hearted Christian citi- 


zen of Boston, Mr. Alpheus Hardy, hearing of his 
case, took him into his home, and decided to adopt 
him and give him a thorough American education. 

After ten years of training and preparation this 
young man returned to Japan, in 1874, and the next 
ear, 1875, which was the very year when those 
<umamoto boys were converted, he opened a Chris- 
tian school under the auspices of the American Mis- 
sion Board in Japan, in the city of Kyoto, the old 


capital, This was Doctor Joseph Hardy Neeshima, 
; man of God, and the greatest Christian leader in 
apan. 


. He was filled with a burning zeal for the 
salvation of his countrymen, and was Bi eagerly 
for like-minded young men who would come and 
= him in the great work of the evangelization of 
apan. 

In the spring of 1876, when Captain Janes, through 
an American newspaper, heard of Dr. Neeshima and 
his Christian school, he at once communicated with 
him, and told him all about the “Kumamoto Band.” 
It came as a great surprise to Dr. Neeshima and his 
colleagues. They had never dreamed of such a won- 
derful thing going on in such an obscure part of 
the country. 

On our side it was a great joy and comfort in 
the midst of persecution, to hear of such a Christian 
man and school existing in our own country. By 
the fall of that year, almost all of the “Kumamoto 
Band,” having been driven out of their homes and 
their native Province, came to this school of Dr. 
Neeshima and joined him in his great work. Thus 
was started the first Christian college, “The Doshisha 
University,” which was destined to become a center 
ef Christian education and Christian influence in 
Japan, and from which came the new impulse for 
Christian work in that country, and Dr. Neeshima 
became its first president. 

Of this “Kumamoto Band,” about fifteen boys who 
had already finished their preparatory education in 
Captain Janes’ school joined the theological class, 
the first in Doshisha University. For three years 
they received theological training and> preparation 
for the Christian ministry. After gistuating, in 
1879, most of these boys went out &s home mission- 
aries, preaching the Gospel of Christ all over Japan, 
and founding Congregational churches in many parts 
of the country. 


New York Ciry. 








The Little Sermon 


By Henry W. Frest 
Director for North America of the China Inland Mission 




















The Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thow? (Gen. 3:9). 


OM the equity standpoint, God would have been 
justified in letting Adam go. He has done this, 
is doing it, and will yet do it, in respect to as many 
as refuse to turn back to him. But grace led him 
to call in hope that his creature-child might hear 
and return, for he willeth not that any should perish. 
So then when Adam had no desire to seek God, God 
sought him. ; 

And God found Adam, and also his wife, as a 
shepherd finds two wandering and lost sheep of his 
flock. Drawing their reluctant souls to himself, ex- 
tracting from them their halting confessions, awak- 
ening within them their trembling faith, he covers 
them at last beneath the skins of the sacrificial : vic- 
tims and restores them to himself. Much had been 
lost, primal innocency, obedience, and acceptance; 
but much also was gained, the revelation ef God as 
the author of all grace, love, and redemption, and, 
for man, eternal life. So where sin did abound grace 
did much more abound; and where man’s sun went 
down in dark eclipse, the Sun of Righteousness arose 
with healing in his wings, to stand in Ged’s firma- 
ment as its central and pre-eminent glory forever. 

Moreover, the Voice has never since ceased to 
cry. It is because it called one day, yearningly, per- 
suasively, that you and I are Christians. And it is 
because it calls us day by day that we have desire 
for holiness and fellowship with God. Sometimes 
in light and joy, sometimes in darkness and sorrow, 
always by the Spirit and through the Word, the 
Voice pleads for return, for worship, for communion, 
for ourselves. This is what Christ meant when he 
said: “The Father seeketh such to worship him.” 
The love that will not let us go still yearns and cries 
out for us, that it may draw us back and take us in. 
Adam heard the voice and came. Shall we do so? 
And when we have returned, let us never wander 
again. 

Princeton, N. J. 

we 


Have you formed the book habit? It’s a goed one. 

Most folks who are “too busy to read” spend 
enough time in useless reading each day te give them 
@ good education if spent wisely. Keep a goed book 
handy, and read it as opportumty offers. 

The value of books does not wear out. 




















































The Victorious Life 








Usder this heading in frequent issues ef The Sunday 
Schoe!l Times will be found announcements of forthcoming 
Victerieus Life Cenferences, news of Conferences already 
held, teaching, and incidents about, and testimenies from, 
those whe have accepted the free gift of Victory in Christ. 


Calendar of Conferences 


The Victorious Life Conferences are all interdenomina- 
tional. There is no enrolment fee, and the work is en- 
tirely dependent fer support upon the voluntary offerings 
of God’s people. Programs for the summer conferences 
may be had frem Victorious Life Testimony, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia. 


Central Avenue Reformed Church, Jersey 
City, Bi. J. coccccccee seccccceccssesccesees- KeDruary 19 to 20 
R. C. McQuilkin, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, 
speakers; Professor C. C. Washburn, song leader.’ 
First United Presbyterian Church, Ger- 
mantown, Philadelphia ecccecccoceccccccoORORED 22 to a 
R. C. McQuilkin, the Rev. Duncan Thomas, 
speakers. vw 


Alberta’s First Victorious Life Conference 


DMONTON, the capital of Alberta, is a city of 

“magnificent distances,” comprising forty-two 
miles in its boundaries, leaving ample room for 
growth beyond its present population of about sixt 
thousand. The Victorious Life Conference, which 
opened in Edmonton, October 10, 1920, was not big in 
proportion to area nor population, but as God meas- 
ures things the local committee believed there was 
“greatness,” for “little is much when God is in it,” 

When a little group began praying for a Victori- 
ous Life conference, of the kind 5 | read of in 
The Sunday School Times, they took Luke 1: 37 as 
their promise: “For with God nothing shall be im- 
possible.” Only two weeks before the conference was 
the hall for meeting secured, and as the home of 
“The Gospel Tabernacle” it was just ready to wel- 
come the conference workers, the Rev. Duncan 
Thomas, for whom this was the first conference 
since giving up his pastorate to take up full time 
conference work, and Robert C. McQuilkin. 

With less than a hundred in the evening meetings 
as the conference began, there was at once the evi- 
dence of the much prayer that had gone before, in 
the strong sense of the presence of the Spirit, and 
the probing of the message into hearts. Man 
churches were represented in the gatherings, includ- 
ing also representation from the Brethren assemblies, 
the little Holiness mission, and other groups. 

One of the Brethren some weeks before the con- 
ference had brought home a leaflet he had picked up 
in the Bible and Tract Depot of Thomas R. Trum- 
bull, the leader of the Gospel Tabernacle work, who 
also took the lead in planning the conference. The 
leaflet was “The Life that Wins.” (It may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Company at 20 cents 
cents 


a dozen oe $1.50 a hundred, or 2 
each.) It lay about the house until his wife 
picked it up two days before the conference 


and was impelled to read it. “That surely is the 
truth about God’s grace, atid I have not been appro- 
priating it,” she mused, and then decided very simply 
to accept the gift of His sufficient grace right then. 
“And you know,” she said, “I turned the heel of a 
sock as the first result.” She had been studying 
for three days how to follow the instructions of a 
book on knitting, but she could not understand how 
to turn the heel of that sock, simple as it might be 
to the experienced knitter, That night she thought, 
If the Lord is sufficient for all things, why not trust 
him for this? and when, after a moment of lookin 
to him in faith, she turned to the book, it was al 
clear, and in fifteen minutes the heel was turned. 
Needless to say, she richly enjoyed the conference, 
and with her husband | children’ attended nearly 
every sessions 

One of Edmonton’s leading business men, an ear- 
nest Christian who did much to make the conference 
a success, was hungry for victory over the “little sins.” 
Very conservative and thoughtful, he followed the 
wenshinn and finally one night at the very close of 
the appeal, when fifteen or twenty had risen to 
surrender and take Christ as their victory at once, 
he stood up. A new peace and joy was in his face, 
and his testimony to others was that the light the 
Spirit brought him was to enter by faith into just 
the experience he enjoyed in the days after he ac- 
cepted Christ as his Saviour when a boy. 

Unexpected developments made it possible for Mr. 
Thomas and Mr. McQuilkin to remain two weeks 
instead of one, and this furnished a coveted oppor- 
tunity to have some sessions for training in the Word 
those who had taken the step of victory. On some 
of those evenings, howeve-, the group was as large 
as the regular conference meetings, and on the clos- 
ing Sunday three churches were opened to the speakers 
beside afternoon and evening services in the little 
Gospel Tabernacle. 

There were shut-ins, and many others, who appre- 
ciated the newspaper reports of the messages, writ- 
ten with discernment by Miss Edt.onds, who has 


f- 
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sent a brief word to add to this glimpse of the meet- 
ings for Times readers: 


“The Lord answered prayer b untifully, blessing 
and enriching even his riper saints through the min- 
istry of these brethren. onderfully did the Spirit 
reveal in the written Word the face of Jesus Christ, 
the Living Word. 

“Amid the crowding blessings of these fruitful 
days I note the precious times of prayer in small 
groups, the beautiful harmony among the leaders, 
and the testingssof faith in reliance on God. One 
dear home missionary went back with the rest she 
had so longed to fad, while a teacher from a coun- 
try town found the peace that passeth understanding 
in the Lord himself. The light on the faces of two 
bright school girls who offered for foreign service 
after the missionary appeal of the Lord’s near re- 





Opening Missionary Easter Eggs 


An unusual Easter service with Miss Reid’s Beginners 
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turn, was a precious inspiration. How much are 
needed the full truths of the Gospel these days to 
balance and counteract the world’s . enchantments 
for these precious lives of young students in school 
and college! We praise the Lord for eyery heart 
that was refreshed and cheered, during ‘these days 
on the mountain-top with him. 

“Now the conference is just begun. We believe 
the Lord is going to carry on the work till every 
part of the city, and the surrounding country, and 
the perishing millions of every land, shall share in 
the outpouring here commenced. Already a prayer 
group and Bible study are planned. he prayer 
group have a conference list to start with. ay 


we be led into such intercession as will please the 
Lord of the harvest. One object will be a series 
of Victorious Life conferences in the Canadian West 
next year, 1921.” 





By Sarah E. Loucks 
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T WAS the first Sunday in February. Sunday-/ 

school had been dismissed. Miss Reid, the Be- 

inners superintendent, called her helpers together 
pat announced, “Girls, we must begin now to pre- 
pare for Easter.” : 

“Now! Why, Easter’s two months off,” they cried 
in astonishment. 

“Success depends largely on wise forethought and 
careful preparation,” responded Miss Reid. “This 
year,” she added, “we shall develop the Easter thought 
through unfolding bird and plant life. Flowers will 
be prohibitive in price. Moreover, all funds our 
school can possibly spare are to go toward the re- 
lief of the poor, so—” , 

“Oh, then, can’t we have any Easter decorations?” 
exclaimed one of the girls. ; 

“Indeed we can,” the superintendent replied. “The 
boys have promised to bring me all the pussy-willows 
and fruit tree branches I wish, so next Sunday we 
can start right away with our observation talks about 
sleeping buds, week by week following their de- 
velopment and _ final awakening. And these,” she 
continued, taking from her bag some bulbs, “we 
will use for the same purpose. The children them- 
selves can prepare the earth and plant and tend them, 
one we shall have our very own blossoms for Eas- 
ter |’ 

Then the other girl spoke up. “Of course, you're 
going to give the children Easter eggs, Miss Reid?” 

“We are going to do better than that,” she replied. 
“Suppose we dwell on the hidden life within the 
egg, ready to come forth at the awakening time. This 
will prepare the way for the Easter story. Mean- 
while, we'll be teaching them Jesus’ own words, ‘T 
go to prepare a place for you.” 

The following Sundays were full qf Easter prep- 
arations. Weather and Easter songs, short and sim- 
ple but full of content, were taught. For rest cxer- 
cises the children enjoyed representing the “Wake 
Up Helpers,” the sun, rain, and wind. 

Only a few Sundays passed before there ocurrred 
just what Teacher had anticipated. “Is we goin’ t’ 
have Easter eggs? We allus hed Easter eggs in our 
other Sunday-school!” It was Leroy, the irrepressi- 
ble, who spoke. Without answering, Miss Reid quietly 
left the Circle for a moment, returning with a mys- 
terious-looking package. , 

“Children,” she said, “there are some little boys 
and girls whom Jesus loves who have no food or 
clothes. It, costs money to buy these, and it costs 
money to buy candy eggs for little folks who have 
plenty of good things to eat and wear. What shall 
we do about Jesus’ cold, hungry little children?” 

“Don’t let’s have no eggs, and let’s give all the 
money to the poor little childrens!” Again it was 
Leroy who spoke. And a chorus of eager voices 
seconded his suggestion. This was not their first mis- 
sionary experience! 

“I kin bring some more money fer ’em, right out 
uv my bank,” called out another. 

“An’ so kin I,” chimed in a dozen more. 

This,. also, had been foreseen by Teacher. Quietly 
she opened the mysterious package, two dozen pairs 
of eyes riveted upon her. Silently she held up — 

“It’s a Neaster egg, a wooden one!” they shouted. 
Sure enough, so it was, and there were twenty-three 
more just like it, each with a coin-slit across one side. 
And, after Sunday-school, there were twenty-four 
wee hands bearing home twenty-four wee Easter Of- 
fering Eggs, and twenty-four little hearts each re- 
solving ‘to save a “hull lot uv money for the poor 
chilluns’ Easter !” 

At length the Sunday arrived! 

Drip! Drip! Drip! fell a drizzling rain. 

“It was like this in their hearts, early that first 
Easter morn,” said Miss Reid to herself, as she made 
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what day Easter falls on? Ne? Had you not better be thinking about Easter YOUR 
Easter service like this one, praying that it may be as frui 1? 


her way to the church through the gray mist and 
chill. And later like this,” ie eutinlenad, as, turn- 
ing on the electric switch in the church vestibule, 
she threw open the door and entered the Beginners 
room, flooded with light, and beautiful and fragrant 
with blossom-laden apple boughs and blooming 
plants ! 

Soon the little ones began to arrive. 

“Oh, look, Miss Reid, look! Our apples is all 
blossomed. ‘N look at our hycinths! an’ our dafdills|! 
Ain’t them just bewtiful! An’ see the birds! Look, 
teacher! See the cunnin’ birds! Are we agoin’ to 
take ’°em home?” 

Miss Reid smiled. “Yes, children,” she said, “they 
are for you to take home, by and by.” 

These bluebirds were the one surprise she had pre- 
ared for them, — simple little affairs, cut from stiff 
lue paper, with outstretched tails and wings, and 
suspended from the blossoming branches. “They’ll 
help,” she thought, “to impress the Easter story on 
the children’s minds.” 

In spite of the rain there was hardly a vacant 
chair when soft music announced that it was time 
to begin. 

The Missionary Easter Eggs were opened, the 
money counted, and the “empty shells” dropped into 
a big nest in the center of the Circle. Happy faces 
beamed and glad voices rang out their praises to the 
Lover of little children, when, suddenly, there came 
the sound of sobbing. 

“That’s Elnor, She’s a new little girl, ’n she don’t 
wanta come in!” 

Miss Reid slipped out into the hall. Poor little 
frightened Eleanor! Desperately she clung to her 
father while he vainly tried to escape. After a bit 
of persuasion, both were induced to come in, and sat 
as though entranced while the simple summing-up 
program of the last eight weeks was carried out. It 
was a glad morning, a joyous gathering together of 
all those previous, preparatory experiences. 

But perengs that which will remain longest in the 
memories of the little ones will be the wonderful 
thing which happened to a queer, dried-up looking 
object that Teacher called a “Resurrection Plant.” 
At the beginning of the service, before the children 

ut it in the cunning little Japanese bowl, and “gave 
it a drink,” it looked “just like it was dead!” But, 
when it was again brought to the Circle, before the 
closing song and prayer, lo! that dead, uninteresting 
thing had unfolded beautiful green cedar-like leaves, 
a a still others within, just waiting to be awak- 
ene 

At length it was all over. The children had gone. 

“Miss Reid!” The ‘Beginners superintendent 
turned. 

e Miss Reid,” Eleanor’s father stood with out- 
stretched hand, “I wanta thank you fer this mornin’,” 
he said. “I ain’t never bin a Christian, an’—” a sob 
came into his voice,—“an’ about a year ago we 
buried our little boy, Miss Reid, the only little bo 
we hed, but,” and a gleam of hope shone throu 

his tears, “it ain’t so bad, after all,” wistfully, “is 
it? Jest a-fallin’ off t’ sleep like — like thet thar plant 
0’ yourn, Miss Reid, an’ then some day a-wakin’ up 


“Yes Mr. Hunt, just like that, —if we accept Jesus, 
Jesus, the Resurrection and the Life.” 
Cotumsia, S. C. 
- 


You can make the comfortable winter evenings 
really profitable by reading good books. 


Have you ever stopped to think that the treasures 
of all lands and of all ages are to be found in books? 
More books in the home! 
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Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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LESSON 10. MARCH 6. JESUS AMONG HIS FRIENDS 


Matthew 26 : 1-13 


q Golden Text.—She hath dene what she could.—Mark 14: 8 








The Lesson Pilot 
By Heward A. Banks 


Getting Started in Class 


N ORDER to support her widowed mother and 

yeunger brothers and sisters, Daisy Cooper walks 

nine miles from her home in Bloomfield, Neb., 
to teach school. She walks back home every Fri- 
day afternoon to conduct a Bible circle of fourteen 
girls, They were all converted recently in one eve- 
ning under the ministry of a consecrated woman who 
visited them. After the meeting Daisy was seen 
bandaging her feet, blistered from walking over the 
frozen ground in thin shoes. To one who pitied her, 
she replied, smilingly, “The nine miles did not seem 
long to me, for I was praying all the way that my 
girls would be saved to-night!” 


A small village in Burma was about to be aban-' 


doned because the rats from the jungles had eaten 
all the rice in the fields. The people were reduced to 
eating rats, yet in their poverty they gathered fifteen 
silver rupees to help send the Gospel to the wild 
tribes of the North. The misssionary did not want 
to take it, but they said, “We can eat rats, but.the 
Ka-Khyens cannot live without the Gospel.” 

Did not the Nebraska girl and the Burmese vil- 
lagers break alabaster boxes at their Lord’s feet? 


Our Background Material 


Simon had been a leper, perhaps had been healed 
by Christ, had apparently become a.devoted follower, 
was probably a friend of Lazarus, and was giving 
this feast, which John describes more fully (12: +o). 
ns further is known of him (Dr. Thomas, I, 


The two sisters and their brother incarnated 
three attitudes of the true Christian: Martha, ser- 
vice; Lazarus, fellowship; and Mary, worship. All 
the evangelists record her act, but John alone gives 
her name (Dr. Thomas, I, 3, and II, 6). 

John ‘says that Mary poured the ointment on 
Christ’s feet (12:3), while here (v. 7) it is said she 
poured it on his head, but there is no contradiction, 
as Mary undoubtedly did both. Oriental hos- 
pitality required both (compare Luke 7: 38 with 7: 


46). 

n his introductory paragraph, the place of this 
lesson in the life of our Lord is given by Dr. Griffith 
Thomas. The teacher will find constant help for 
this and following lessons by consulting Riddle’s 
“Outline Harmony of the Gospels” (The Sunday 
School Times Company, + alnut Street, Phila- 
delphia, 15 cts.). “How to Study the Gospel of Mat- 
thew,” by Dr. Griffith Thomas, will be useful in the 
closing lessons of this Quarter, and may also be had 
from the Times Company, at 40 cts, a dozen, 4 cts. 
each, or $3 a hundred. . 


The Lessen Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to Ies- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those aetioles will help ia 
quickly locating the references. 

The teacher might study the analyses of Dr. Thomas 
in The Lesson’s Main Message and of Dr. Smellie, 
with a view to combining them for use with the class. 

“A lyric prelude to the tragedy of Calvary,” is the 
description of this incident quoted by Dr. Smellie (1). 
The title given by the Lesson Committee to the les- 
son emphasizes the contrast with the continual harass- 
ing of our Lord and plotting against him which pre- 
vious lessons have anew | That there is a pos- 
sible threefold use of the principle of contrast in 
the treatment of the lesson is shown by Dr. Ellis. 

Friendship reaches its pinnacle in the ability to un- 
derstand. Mary understood Jesus, as she sat at his 
feet during his visits to her home, listening to his 
teaching, while the setting sun threw the long shadows 
of the Mount of Olives across the portico, and Mar- 
tha clattered the supper dishes near by. Was she not 
the only living person on earth who did understand — 
about the cross, the resurrection, and perhaps the 
ascension, as he pointed to Olivet? And because she 
did she purposely anointed him for his burial (v. 12). 
This Mary was not one of the women who went to 
the sepulcher for the purpose of embalming the body. 
How her act was long premeditated and dictated 
by a devoted woman’s love is beautifully described 
by Dr. Smellie (2, and following). She had long 
“kept” (John 12:7) that spikenard for this very 
purpose, 

The Cambridge Bible quotes Herodotus as saying 
that among other royal gifts Cambyses sent to the 
king of Ethiopia was an “alabastron of fragrant 
oil” —“the precise expression of the text” (v. 7). 
That incident gives an idea of the costliness of Mary’s 
gift. In the other accounts three hundred pence or 


Devotional Reading : Psalm 116 : > ee 

Panny pasta: Mark ‘se : : e2) om HOS woes. 
Lesson Material ; Matt. 26 : 1 ; 25: 40. 

Memery Verse : She hath dome what she could.—Mark 14: 8. 
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1 And it came te pass, when Jesus had finished all these 
werds, he said unto his disciples, 2 Ye know that after twe 
days the passever cometh, and the Sen of man is ‘de- 
livered up te be crucified. 3 Then were gathered together 
the chief priests, and the elders of the people, unto the 
court of the high priest, who was called Caiaphas; 4 and 
they took counsel together that they might take Jesus by 
subtlety, and kill him. 5 But they said, Not during the 
feast, lest a tumult arise among the people. 

6 New when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house ef Simon 
the leper, 7 there came unto him a woman having “an ala- 
baster cruse of exceeding precious ointment, and she poured 
it upon his head, as *he sat at meat. 8 But when the dis- 
ciples saw it, they had indignation, saying, To what pur- 
pose is this waste? 9 For this ointment might have been 
sold fer much, amd given to the poor. 16 But Jesus per- 
ceiving it said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? 
for she hath wreught a good work upon me. 11 For ye 
have the poor always with you; but me ye have not al- 
ways. 12 Fer in that she ‘poured this eintmernt upon my 
body, she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Verily I say 
unto you, Wheresoever ‘this gospel shall be preached in 
the whole werld, that alse which this weman hath done 
shall be speken of fer a memorial of her. 


See ch. 10.4. 2Or, a flask °Or, reclined at table ‘Gr. 
cast 5Or, these good tidings 


American Revision cepyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sous 








denarii are mentioned as the money value of this box. 
A denarius was a day’s wages, as we Saw in a recent 
lesson , (Matt. 20:2). Mary’s offering would have 
sold, under Judas’ dickering in the market, for about 
the equivalent of $150, or £30, and, in these days of 
the h. c. of 1. in America and Great Britain, it is hard 
for us to realize just how much wealth that was then. 
It is not improbable that it was all Mary’s lifetime 
savings. It would be like her to have given her all. 

How much have we given? Are we withholding 
that bor, or girl in dedicatory prayer from the mission 


ae The One-Minute Mission Talk; Mr. Ridgway, 
, B 
Of Mary Jesus said, “She hath done what she 


could” (Mark 14:8),—a tremendous tribute (Mr. 
Howard, in the Platform). Some of the other com- 
mendations of our Lord are mentioned by Mrs. As- 
kew (1). See also Round-Table, 3 and 4. 

How the sinful criticism of the woman’s act orig- 
inated, progressed, and culminated in Jesus’ rebuke is 


’ forcibly brought out by Dr. Smellie in his second di- 


vision. The extreme sinfulness of the criticism lay 
in the implication that Jesus was sinful in accepting 
the extravagant offering. Do we know any ef Judas’ 
successors in this sort of criticism? (Dr. Smellie, 4, 
5.) See also Dr. Thomas (I, 4). 

No doubt Mary was doubly troubled (v. 10) over 
the disapproval of the close and respected adherents 
of Christ, and also because they did not understand 
him and give him the sympathy he needed. Her trou- 
ble was wonderfully alleviated in her Master’s com- 
mendation. How he fathomed her motive is touched 
upon by Dr. Thomas (I. 5), and finely illuminated by 
Dr. Smellie in his concluding discussion, Note also 
Round-Table (1). 

To aid in getting the Lord’s own appreciation of 
this deed, the force of the Greek adjective he uses is 
given and then exquisitely interpreted by Dr. Smellie 
(6), and then the “rapport” that exists between 
Mary’s act and his Gospel is sensed by the same lesson 
writer, who concludes by finding in her broken vase 
a symbol of his wounded body and poured out soul 
(Dr. Smellie, 8). 


The Truth that Is Gelden 


Christ hungers for such love as Mary’s gift repre- 
sented (Dr. Thomas, III, 7). Dr. Smellie has put a 
worthy word-picture of it om the easel for us, and Dr. 
Thomas define’ it in sentences that we should never 
forget (III, 8), and goes on to show that such love, 
which is the first fruit of the Spirit (Gal. 5:22), 
results in lavish giving (see also Mrs. Askew, 2, 3, 
6). This kind of giving is well illustrated in the 
Illustration Round-Table (1, 2). 


Teaching Points 


The word day in verse 5 is in italics and should be 
omitted. It would be risky to arrest Jesus during 
the progress of the Passover (Dr. Thomas, I, 1). 


The very act that won from Jesus the highest com- 
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mendation he ever bestowed upon a mortal being 
was the last step in the estrangement of Judas 
Iscariot. When Judas heard the Lord say “burial,” 
then went he unto the chief priests, and said, “What 
will ye give me, and I will deliver him?” (compare 
v. 13 with v. 14.) 

His disciples little understood how the word “the” 
before passover in verse 2 might well be spelled with 
capital letters, because this Passover was the one to 
which all the types in times past pointed forward. 

“When you do the best you can do, from the purest 
motives, and your Lord accepts your service, do not 
expect that your brethren will approve all your ac- 
tions. If you do, you will be greatly disappointed.” 
— Spurgeon, in “The Gospel of the Kingdem” (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50). 

What a sermon could be preached from the topic 
of “The Things Jesus Finished” (v. 1). The ending 
of the Olivet Discourse was epochal. Compare Mat- 
thew 7:28, the ending of the Sermon on the Mount; 
11:1, “when Jesus had made an end of commanding 
his twelve disciples”; 13:53, “when Jesus had fin- 
ished these parables”; 19:1, “when Jesus had fin- 
ished these sayings,” about the child in the midst, 
the lost sheep, the law of forgiveness, and others 
om. 18: 1-35), and John 19:13, his last word on 

e€ cross. ow periectly rounded out were all 
Christ’s words and work! 


Questions for Study and Discussion 
Who was Simon the leper? 
Why did Mary anoint Jesus? 
Hew do you reconcile verse 7 with JoKin 12:3? 


What if Mary had first consulted with the Twelve 
as to the advisability of anointing Christ? 


Mention other commendatory utterances of Jesus. 
PHILADELPHIA. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, A.M., Ph.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PRINCIPLE OF COMPARISON.—Train pupils to 
make comparisons and to detect significant like- 
nesses and differences, 











UR lesson title naturally suggests a comparison 

between the treatment of Jesus by his friends 
and by his enemies whose evil plottings have already 
been made familiar to us by our previous studies, 
and the terrible fruition of whose bitter hatred we 
are so soon té see. From the human side he was indeed 
a lonely man, going about doing good, hampered 
and harassed by those who ought to have been his 
friends but who instead did not rest day or night 
until they had hounded him to the death. He must 
have been lonely even amid the group of those who 
companied with him, and even amid the disciples 
who followed him, for even those who were closest 
to him did not understand what manner of spirit he 
was of, and were far from entering into his meaning 
even when he spoke most plainly to them of what 
was clearly-his mission and its consummation. But 
in Lazarus of Bethany and his sisters, and especially 
Mary, the Lord doubtless found the purest love that 
cheered his earthly way. And here in this little sec- 
tion of Matthew we have set in severest contrast 
the sacrificial love of this good woman and the mur- 
derous hatred of those who were plotting the death 
of our Lord. 

But there is another contrast, not so strong, and 
yet withal not so reassuring. -It is the contrast be- 
tween Mary’s love for the Lord and that of those 
ether friends of his, the disciples. Had they been 
more occupied with him and less with themselves 
and the places they were-to have in his kingdom, 
would they have been so ready to condemn her who 
in the sad prophecy of love came to anoint his body 
aforetime for its burial? There still remains the 
contrast between Judas and the other disciples, all 


~of whom seem to have shared his indignation. 


Huntinopon, Pa. 
ue 


The 1921 list of International Uniform Lessons for 
the Sunday-school, with its full record of topics,. 
Golden Texts, memory verses, and additional mate- 
rial, provides a comprehensive view for the work of 
the whole year. It may be obtained from The Sun- 
day School Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia, at 10 cents a copy. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By the Rev. W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 





Connection.—This incident is given in its proper 
order of time in John’s Gospel. atthew may have 
placed it here on account of its connection with the 
treachery of Judas. 


1. The Lesson’s Main Message 

Foes Plotting (vs. ~~. Just after the conflicts 
in the temple the members of the Jewish Council 
plotted to take Christ, because the enmity had been 
paws and the defeat of the leaders in the temple 

ad only intensified the hostility. The feast (v. 5) 
would be the entire festival, covering a week. Jeru- 
salem was crowded at this time, and as Jesus was 
popular with the porate it was thought to be dan- 
gerous to deal with him during the feast. (1) 

Simon Entertaining (v.6). Bethany was about two 
miles east of Jerusalem, where Christ was lodging 
at this time (Mark 11:11, 19). Nothing is known 
about Simon, though we may conjecture that he had 
been healed by Christ of his leprosy. (2) 

Mary Anointing (v. 7). The woman was Mary, 
the sister of Lazarus (John 11:2; 12:3). (3) 

Disciples Murmuring (vs. 8, 9). John shows that 
Judas was the spokesman, and it may be the insti- 
gator also of the indignation. Yet there was no real 
desire on his part to give the money to the poor 
(John 12:6). (4) 

Jesus Vindicating (vs. 10-13). Christ first accepted 
the action of the woman because of her motive (v. 
10), then he reminded them that he would not always 
be with them (v. 11), and further, that perhaps un- 
consciously but very really, the action was like the 
Jewish custom of anointing the body for burial. The 
action of the woman was also of such a splendid 
character that wherever the good news of Christian- 
ity was carried, reference would be made to this 
incident as a memorial of her. We see from John 
11:2 how soon this prediction was fulfilled. (5) 

Devotional Reading : Psalm 116: 1-9, 12, 14. (1) 
Thanksgiving, verses 1-8; (2) resolve, verses 9, 12- 
14. 

Books.—For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
is very helpful (American Baptist Publication So- 
ciety, Philadelphia, $2.50); also “The Gospel of 
the Kingdom,” by Spurgeon (Fleming H. Revell, 
Co., New York, $1.50). Other books to be used 
with each lesson are “Modern Students’ Life of 
Christ,” by Vollmer (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York, $1.50, net); “The Students’ Historical Geog- 
raphy of the Holy Land,” by W. W. Smith (The 
Sunday School Times Co., $1.50) ; Davis’ Bible Dic- 
tionary (Westminster Press, Philadelphia, $4). 

(The prices of books, owing to unusual publish- 
ing conditions, are necessarily subject to change 
without notice.) 


ll. Additional Material fer Teachers 

Mark 14:3-9; Luke 7:36-50; John 12:1-8, 

1. Mark 14:3-9. The parallel passage dealing with 
this incident. 

2. Luke 7: 36-50. Another and quite different an- 
ointing, for although the two incidents have similar- 
ities, there are also important differences and dis- 
tinct lessons. There is not the slightest evidence that 
the woman mentioned in Luke was Mary Magdalene, 
while the recent efforts to identify Mary, the sister 
“ —_— with Mary Magdalene have no real basis. 
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3. John 12:1-8. The parallel passage, but with 
important differences and additions. 


Ill. The Graded Topics 

1. Intermediate and Senior: Our Best for Christ. 
(1) It is noteworthy that Christ is here indebted to 
others, though in almost every other instance others 
were indebted to him. It shows that the devotion 
of the heart is very dear to Christ, and we may al- 
most say, with reverence, that he hungers for human 
love. The woman did what she could, and this 
was everything that was possible. On this account 
her act was recognized and approved by Christ. 
Whole-hearted devotion is the best way of showing 
our true character. David’s friends were enthusiastic 
on his behalf (2 Sam. 23:15, 16). (2) We are to 
yield out best to Christ because he has given his 
est for us —his life, his all. (7) 

2. Young People and Adults: The Liberality of 
Love. (1) Love in the New Testament is very differ- 
ent from our modern idea. It is not mere feeling, 
but genuine fact; not emotion, but devotion; not 
aspiration, but action; not sentiment, but sacrifice. 
(2) We see this in God’s love to us, which is in- 
variably proved by his gift, “God so loved the world, 
that he gave” (John 3: 16) ; “Christ loved the church, 
and gave himself” (Eph. 5: 25) ; “Who loved me, and 
gave himself” (Gal 2:20). (3) Our love to him must 

e in accordance with his to us, and as there is no 
waste in his love to us there can be no waste in ours 
to him. Notice the striking phrase, “the love of God 
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is poured out in our hearts” (Rom. 5:5, Greek). 
Paul often uses such words as “riches,” “abundance,” 
“fulness,” te express the liberality of God’s love to 
us, and we cannot do better than imitate this, “that 
all our powers with all their might in his sole glory 
may unite.” (8) . 


IV. The Heart of the Lesson 


As we look at this passage we observe two main 
attitudes to Christ, each of which calls for special 
attention because of its possibility to-day. 


1, Consecration, We see this in Mary, who by her 
attitude and action shows that in doing what she did 
she was ready to give to Christ everything she pos- 
sessed. This is the true spirit of the Christian life, 
for having received of Christ salvation and life it 
follows that we will gladly and joyously yield our- 
selves without reserve to Christ to live with all our 
powers in his ‘service. 

2. Criticism. This is seen in the disciples, whose 
remarks were altogether unworthy of the occasion 
and did not express their real sentiments. Under 
the veil of philanthropy there was deep selfishness. 
What is sometimes called altruism, which claims to 
be opposed to egotism, is often in reality antagonistic 
to a genuine devotion of the heart. Christ approved 
of the woman’s action and thereby sanctioned the 

reat principle that our relation to God stands first. 

ecause the only true basis of love to man is love 
to God (1 John 4:21). 

_As_we consider these two attitudes we notice the 

significant words in John, “They made him a su ‘gel 
(John 12:2). Have we a feast to give him? t we 
have but a little he will as gladly accept and use that 
as if we had marvelous powers and opportunities. 
But before we-can make him a supper, we must ac- 
cept the one he has made for us, “the supper of sal- 
vation” (Luke 14:16; Matt. 22: 1-14), to which he 
otra us, saying, “Come, for all things are now 
ready. 


V. Leading Questions 
What does verse 2 indicate about Christ? 
What contrast is revealed in verses 4 and 5? 
What does the fear of tumult suggest? 


_Why did Christ see in Mary’s act anticipation of 
his death? 


How is this to be distinguished from Luke 7: 35-50? 
How has verse 13 been fulfilled? 
PHILADELPHIA, 
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Following Love’s Behest 
By the Rev. Alexander Smellie, D.D. 


HE cross was close to Christ now, and the long 

foreseen end was at hand. He spoke frankly 

of his death to his discipjes. And the ecclesi- 
astical rulers met in conclave, to discuss how the 
deed of darkness could be done quietly and quickly. 
Then, into the midst of the plotting and the sorrow, 
came Mary of Bethany, with her alabaster box and 
her anointing of the: Victim who is the Victor. It 
is, says Professor Bruce, “a lyric prelude to the 
tragedy of Calvary.” It is like a fragrant flower 
blooming in a desert of sand and thorns. (1) 


There is the act of Mary. 

A meditated act. It was not done on the spur of 
the moment, or at the instigation of a sudden im- 
pulse. It was spontaneous, no doubt, but purpose- 
ful and deliberate too. Jesus, John writes, declared 
that Mary had kept this, for the particular hour when 
She could employ it in the noblest and holiest way, 
saving up her best treasure for her Master’s use, 
and for just that special crisis in his history when it 
would bless him most. “There was no hurry in her 
hands, no hurry in her feet.” There was a long- 
nurtured dedication, opening into splendid blossom 
in its own season. (2) 

A woman’s act. It had a delicacy in it, a tender- 
ness, a contempt of all cold calculation, a swift and 
intuitive insight into the fitness of things, which 
are given to few men but to numbers of women, and 
to those women in a peculiar degree who have 
learned, and are learning more and more, the secret 
of the Lord. 

A lover’s act. It sprang from gratitude to Him, 
who had restored to her a leather out of his charnel- 
cave. Better still, it proceeded from the humility, 
the devotion, and the deep spiritual satisfaction of 
a soul that Christ had saved. Mary was ready to break 
not her alabaster simply but her heart for him, and 
to surrender much more ) ine her costly spikenard 
—her life blood, and her all, 

These are the acts he prizes above material honors, 
and gold and diadems. This is the joy. set before 
him, to win a trust and an affection resembling 
Mary’s. 


But, then, there is the censure of the onlookers. 

Matthew says, The disciples; Mark says, Some; 
John says, Judas. This last is the key. It lets us in 
behind the veil. Judas insinuates and whispers; and 
some are led away, and nod their approval; and all 
the disciples grow critical and frigrl and dubious. 
Let it be an admonition to us. If we only realized 
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where the blame of a whole-hearted enthusiasm for 
Christ often has its origin, we should be ashamed 
that ever we joined in it, and did not at once put 


— It has its birth in the breast of the traitor. ~ 


nd it was such an indefensible censure, 

It implied that Judas cared for the poor, and Mary 
did not; but who filled his bag, for the thief that 
he was, if not Mary, and such as she? It meant 
even that Christ was selfish, and less considerate of 
poverty and need than Judas was — Christ, who be- 
came poor and gave himself away, that all poor men 
might have life in its abundance. There was a 
shameless and unholy boldness in the indictment of 
covetous Judas. (4) : 

Yet the criticism is not of yesterday merely; it 
is of to-day. There are people who will not under- 
stand a self-forgetting p ex done for Jesus’ ‘sake. 
They resent it, because it condemns themselves who 
do nothing at all. If you go in his name to outcasts 
at home, they sneer at your quixotic folly; and if 
you go to the heathen abroad, they remind you that 
there are plenty of equally necessitous lives at home. 
But they do not themselves touch those heavy and 
yet sacred burdens with one of their fingers. hen 
on any occasion we are tempted to coincide with 
them, let us remember who they are: they are the 
successors and the kindred of the false apostle. (5) 


Again, there is the judgment of Christ. 

He, at least, read Mary aright, and better than 
Mary herself was able to do. \He heaps encourage- 
ment after encouragement on,her head. 

We remark the chivalry of his defense— Why 
trouble ye the woman? It was a grief to him that 
she should be misrepresented by their sharp tongues, 
and he made himself her champion. And when con- 
science within us and Jesus above us are our advo- 
cates, the wounds of disparaging and unappreciative, 
and bitter speech have their perfect cure. 

We hearken to his valuation of Mary’s offering. 
A good work, so he appraises it; and his adjective 
is kalos —a “beautiful” work. It was a winning and 
lovely thing she had brought him, a poem, a strain 
of haunting music, a garden lily or rose. Others 
were content with a service prosaic, utilitarian, pru- 
dential; but she must serve him nobly, bravely, lib- 
erally, munificently. Ah! this is the type of alle- 
giance which Christ too seldom gets, and for which 
he hungers. (6) soil 

We note, too, his argument in her justification. 
The poor, he acknowledges, must not be forgotten; 
but they can be amaee at any hour, for they are 
never far distant. It was different with himself. 
Soon he would be beyond the reach of such succor 
as came to him in Simon’s house. Indeed, there are 
golden opportunities of showing him ‘honor, which 
present themselves but once, and are not repeated; we 
miss them eternally, when we miss them now. Mary, 
Christ affirmed, did what she had.done for his burial. 
His body would have missed its last anointing, but 
for her; for, ere the holy women reached the sep- 
ulcher with the spices they had prepared to embalm 
him, he was risen and gone. She rendered in ad- 
vance the tribute they had to withhold. Through 
her, God himself was strengthening his Son for 
his cross and tomb. She and the unnamed angel 
of Gethsemane— the angel whom “Rabbi” Duncan 
loved beyond all the rest— were, so to speak, sister 
and brother in assisting the troubled Christ. (7) 

Then there was his astonishing final word — 
“Wheresoever the Gospel shall be preached in the 
whole world, there shal) also this, that this woman 
hath done, be told for a memorial of her. Between 
Mary’s act and the Lord’s Gospel there is a “rapport,” 
a sympathy; and the two go admirably together. Her 
good work and Christ’s have one motive, that of 
sheer and purest love. They journey along one 
channel, that of indubitable and testing sacrifice. They 
mount to one height, that of magnificent and prodigal 
expenditure. She kept nothing back; and neither 
did he. She broke her flawless vase, and spilled her 
precious ointment; and he broke his unblemished 
body, and poured out his true and holy soul. She 
gave sleatitadiy : and with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion. (8) : ih 

God fashion us into her likeness, and into his! 

CARLUKE, SCOTLAND. 


See 
The One-Minute Mission Talk 


By Hemera Homer-Dixon 


Se WHAT purpose is this waste? (v. 8) To 
what purpose has that brilliant young doctor 
thrown away his life among the plague spots of 
India? What foolishness for the rising young min- 
ister to give up his comfortable home field for some 
wild savages in Africa! Yes, many are saying that 
to-day, even among the disciples. But would to God 
we had more of that extravagant devotion that casts 
its best at Jesus’ feet. 

Precious words of commendation fell from the 
Master’s lips, “She hath done what she could” (Mark 
14:8). And you, friend, have you done what you 
could, or are you holding back your life, your treas- 
ure, your child, from Christ? 


NracarA Fatts, CAN. 


Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Love’s Limit.—A woman having an 
alabaster cruse of exceeding precious 
eintment (v. 7). For many years I have 
been telling a class of men, “Spend your 
very last cent on the girl.” Buy her 
the best roses—Qphelia buds are my 
favorite. Buy her the finest. candies. 
Reymer’s burnt almonds and chocolates 
when you are in Pittsburgh, $1 per — 
why, bless your heart, got four pounds 
in my bag right now on the 12.10 train 
pulling out of Union Station. I have 
two sweethearts at home. Now just 
suppose I was bringing my honey girls 
peanut brittle or crackerjack (my own 
favorite confections, by the way), what 
would be the difference? Every piece 
of my bonbons will say to Mollie and 
the baby, “The best is none too good for 
you.” Hothouse roses say the same 
—ine. Lots of men have money for 
smokes, but none for sweets. For the 
“weed,” but not for the flower. Self- 
extravagance if diverted can put sweet- 


ness into the home life. Love-ex- 
travagance never impoverished the lover. 
In’ tesville the chrysanthemum 


and carnation toters are usually in the 
Building and Loan and Christmas Club. 
Did you ever stop to a woman 
never willingly buys the cheap things 
for you? She never hands out a shoddy 
Christmas present. She always gives the 
best she knows, and she gives to the 
limit — yes, and often beyond the limit. 

use a@ woman, when she loves she 
loves, This is exactly what Mary did 
for Jesus with her most precious, and 
what you will do also if you' really love 
him (Gen. 29:20; Ruth 1: 16-18). (1) 


Love’s Expression.—T70 what purpose 
ts this waste? (v. 8.) Several years 
ago one of my best friends sold his 
business for several millions of dollars 
in hard cash. As I sat with him in the 
frain a few days later and he told me 
how the deal had been handled, he 
pointed to a rectangular package in the 
rack above us. “Bill,” said he, “bet you 
can’t guess what’s in the parcel?” “Well,” 
I replied, “you are not much of a reader, 
So it can’t be books; you don’t smoke, 
so it can’t be cigars; you are not a 
candy carrier, so it can’t be bonbons — 
ate it up.” “That is Poor’s Manual,” 
aughed my friend. Poor’s Manual tells 
about railroad bonds. There are lots of 
men like my prosperous money-making 
friend. Pouring out sugar and chocolate 
“ointments” to them would seem a great 
waste. My friend gives his family most 
beautiful and costly things. But a ring, 
a pin, or a fur does not have the heart 
touch of the simple roses that tell the 
love story in perfume —and die, or the 
chocolates that tell it in sweetness — 
and melt! ewels seem metallic, and 
furs smell of moth-balls, and somehow 
do not seem to go right to the soul like 
these simpler things. Many men good 
at heart forget these things. There are 
wives who would gasp and fall over if 
John should come walking in some night 
with a bunch of hothouse posies. But 
as soon as she could get her breath, 
John would get the best old hug since 
the wedding. You probably go down 
handsomely for all the things that come 
along. Try a little “ointment” now. It 
is a great salve and beats “3 in 1” all 
to pieces for overcoming friction. Re- 
member, it was Judas the traitor who 
called Mary’s act a waste. When you 
are tempted to call any love expen- 
diture a waste, either in gift or service, 
also think “thirty pieces of silver” and 
Judas Iscariot (John 3:18; Rom. 12:8). 


The Good Givers.—For ye have the 
poor always with you; but me ye have 
not always (v. 11). That is the great 
answer. The hospitals, Christian As- 
sociation, Red Cross, Child’s Welfare, 
“borrowing” friends, and various beg- 
gars you have always with you. But 
mother and the girls you have not al- 
ways. -One day a well-to-do friend was 
spending a whole lot of money upon a 
large family of unmarried daughters. 
“Must cost you a lot, old fellow,” I 
said. “Ridgway, I have detersfined that 
as long as my girls stay with me, I 
am going to-give them as good a time 
as I ow how. I want them to be 
always able to look back to the days 
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with their old Dad as their golden days. 
I may not have them always. Many a 
fine girl has married a ‘lemon,’ and mine 
might do the same, and so I am _ pour- 
ing my best love over them while I 
have them near me.” None of my 
friend’s girls got “lemons,” but my 
friend saw his fortune swept away, and 
he died of a broken heart. The sweet 
memory of a father who expressed his 


‘love is a precious heritage in that fam- 


ily to the present day. Here is a great 
fact in this giving-to-the-poor business, 
The folks who give most to Christ are 
those who do most for the poor. In 
the days when rum ruled Pennsylvania, 
the biggest money-makers on Main 
Street in fostenuliis were the saloon 
keepers. Fifty thousand dollars a year 
and more. - Most of our poor were their 
customers — and product. Yet we never 
got any money to speak of from them 
or their signers or their bondsmen to 
help the poor. During the war, when 
immense sums were raised for works 
of mgrcy, the best givers to the funds 
were found to be those who are Chris- 
tians (Matt. 25:40; Prov. 11:17). 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 
cs 


The Illustration Round-Table 


LLIUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

Schoel Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If coming later 
they may not be considered at all. De not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lessen calendar, which 
will be sent for tea cents in stamps. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdetal lesson illustration used, and 
tue dellars fer the best one each week. 


are ti 
ahead of jenger ones y g 

Was Her Life Wasted?—But when the 
disciples saw it, they had indignation, 
saying, To what purpose is this waste? 
(v. 8). Few names in modern mission- 
ary days shine with more splendor than 
that of Harriet Newell. At the early 
age of eighteen years she and her hus- 
band went as missionaries to India. It 





was not as easy to go then as now. Ar- 
riving on the heathen coast, only to 
remain a few weeks and then to be sent 
away, with heavy hearts they put to sea 
again. The young wife was stricken 
with fever and died. Thus in one short 
year the Christian woman became mis- 
Sionary, wife, mother, and saint. She 
seemed to accomplish nothing. She 
merely sailed amy d over the sea with a 
great love in her heart, to be exiled, to 
die, and to find a grave amid strangers. 
She taught no heathen woman; she 
told the story of redemption to no be- 
nighted soul. But was that lovely young 
life wasted? No; all this century her 
name has been one of the strongest in- 
spirations to missionary work, The story 
of her consecration has kindled in many 
other women’s hearts along the years 
the flames of love, sending them to carry 
Christ to dark lands. The alabaster 
casket which held her life was broken, 
and the fragrance has flowed out over 
the world—From “Glimpses Through 
Life’s Windows,” J.R. Miller. Sent 
by Emma C. Fisk, Boonville, N. Y. (1) 

For Any True Missionary.—A me- 
morial of her (v. 13). An India mis- 
sionary writes: “I remember a remark 
I once saw to the effect that the epitaph 
of any missionary might be, ‘She hath 
done what she could not.”—From The 
Sunday School Times. Sent by J. A. 
Clark, Leicester, Eng. (2) 


In Remembrance of Him.—She hath 
done what she could (Golden Text). 
As some workers were decorating a 
church with flowers and fruit for 
the Harvest Festival Sunday, an old 
lady entered the church rather late, 
bearing a huge parcel in her arms. She 
explained that her late arrival was due 
to the fact that she had had to walk 
nearly three miles, from a neighborin 
village. “I am a stranger to you all,” 
she said, “but last week I heard you 
were having a Harvest Thanksgiving 
here, and I wanted to bring something 
to my Lord’s house. I’m living in an 
almshouse, on my old age pension, but 
about a fortnight ago a friend came to 
see me and left a few shillings in my 
hand. I wanted to use that money as 
a love gift, so I bought flour with it, 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 








“She hath dine 


what she could,” . S 






— 


~ Her offering 








107 


and made these” (here she uncovered 
two hugewhite loaves) “for you. I 
thought perhaps you would # ». them, 
and put them somewhere in a corner 
of the church, in remembrance of Him 
and his great mercy. God bless you 
all!” Little more was said, but next 
morning, when the worshipers had gath- 
ered for service, many present were 
puzzled to find there were no flowers 
on the Lord’s Table; only a spotless 
white cloth, and two huge white loaves! 
—From the Christian Herald, Sent by 
J. A. Clark, Leicester, Eng. 


A Proper Witness.—She hath done 
what she could (Golden Text). At 
Creek Town (West Africa) there was 
one blind woman whom Mary Slessor 
placed far before herself in the Chris- 
tian life. “She is so poor that she has 
not one farthing in the world but what 
she gets from us—not a creature to 
do a thing for her, her house all open 
to rain and sun, and into which the 
cows rush at times— but blind Mary is 
our one living, bright, clear light. Ler 
voice is ever set to music, a miracle te 
the people here, who only know how 
to groan and grumble at the best. She 
is ever praising the Lord for some won- 
derful manifestation of mercy and love, 
and her testimony to her Saviour is 
not a shabby one. The other day I 
heard King Eyo of Calabar say that she 
was the only visible witness among the 
church-members in the town, but he 
added, ‘She is a proper one.’ That old 
hut is like a heaven on earth to more 
than me.”—From “Mary Slessor of Cala- 
bar,” by W. P. Livingstone.” Sent by 
Geo. Goodall, Guatemah., (3) ’ 


Is It Too Easy for Us?—She hath 
done what she could (Goldeti Text). 
When I was in Australia I went to see 
a woman, a cripple. When she was eight- 
een she was seized with a dread malady, 
and the doctor said that to save her life 
he must take off her foot. The dis- 
ease extended to both legs and arms, 
till after successive amputations all that 
remained of that woman, Miss Higgins, 
when I saw her, was nothing more than 
a trunk. For fifteen years she had been 
there. She lay in bed one day and 
asked what she could do, a dismembered 
woman without a joint in her body. 
Then an inspiration came and she got 
a friend who was a carpenter to come, 
and he fitted a pad to her shoulder, and 
then to that another, and a fountain-pen, 
and she began to write letters, Remem- 
ber, when you write, you write with 
your arm. She had to write; there was 
no joint, and she wrote with the whole 
of her body. She had received 1,500 or 
1,600 letters from people whom she had 
brought to Christ through the letters 
she had written in that way. If God 
can do that for a poor dismembered 
creature, what can he not do through 
you and through me? —From the Rev. 
F. C. Spurr, at Keswick Convention. 


Sent by Geo, Goodall, Guatemala. The 
prize fee this week-is aeirded to this 
illustration, (3) be 
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Reading Suggestions on the 
Lesson of Two Weeks Hence 


HE following books and pamphlets on 

the lesson of March 20, “Jesus on the 

Cross” (Matt. 27 : 33-50), 
useful. 


will be found 


The suggestions are here given in advance, 
se that there may be time for ordering. Sec- 
tien I mentiens works from various pub- 
lishers, and will he found, two weeks later, 
in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ lesson article. Sec- 
tion II describes publications of The Sunday 
School Times Company. ; 


I. For a commentary on Matthew, Broadus 
(American- Baptist Publication Society, Phil- 
adelphia, $2.50), and Spurgeon (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50) are very help- 
ful. Other books to be used with each les- 
son are “Modern Students’ Life of Christ,” 
by Vollmer (Revell, $1.50, net); and Davis’ 
Bible Dictionary (Westminster Press, Phila- 
delphia, $4). The best book for general use 
in connection with our Lord’s death is “The 
Cross in Christian Experience,” by Dr. W. M. 
Clow (Geo. H. Doran Co.,, New York, $1.50, 
net). 

II. To give the right emphasis in this les- 
son every teacher should read the little 
pamphlet, “Was Jesus’ Life or Death the 
More Important?” by Charles Gallaudet 
Trumbull. It is a revealing message, deal- 
ing as it does with the widespread idea that 
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Jesus’ earthly life was more important to 
the world than his death. It makes the sub- 
stitutionary death of Christ luminously clear. 
(The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, 30 cents a dozen; 
3 cents each, or $2 a hundred.) 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
we thank thee that thou dost condescend to 
be a friend to us. We would be friends of 
thine in very truth. We pray that thou 
wilt forgive our withholding ef so much 
from thee, our unholy grip upon the things 
that we have that ought to be released for 


-full service in thy name. How sensitive we 


have been abgut the cost of service for 
thee! Take away, we pray thee, the limi- 
tations of our spirit that make us so re- 
gardful of worldly interests and possessions, 
and give us the freedom of true friends of 
thine, in joyful outpouring of love and of 
life for thee. We ask this in thy dear name. 
Amen. 

After the Lesson.—The other day 
when that high school girl in another 
town was asked to take a class in Sun- 
day-school, she took two days to think 
it over, and then concluded that she 
hadn’t time, because she had to study 
on Sunday. The other day when a man 
was asked to help in a special way in 
the Sunday-school he concluded that he 
had done as much as he needed to do 
in that sort of work in past years, and 
now wanted a rest. Cyrus H. McCor- 
mick, whose name became known all 
over the world for his harvesting ma- 
chinery, used to say, “I expect to die 
in the harness, because this is not the 
world for rest; this is the world for 
work. In thé’ next world we will have 
the rest.” Ad his general plan ~for 
his work was this: “One thing at a 
time, and the hardest thing first.” We 
ought not to take any comfort to our- 
selves by thinking that the Lord Jesus 
was speaking apologetically for that 
woman in the lesson when he said “she 
hath done what she could.” “What she 
could” is such a tremendous thing that 
the Lord of glory went on to say about 
it that it should be spoken of as a me- 
morial of her wheresoever the Gospel 
was to be preached in the whole world. 
Some of us like to quote that text “she 
hath done what she could” when we 
have tossed a nickel into the contribu- 
tion basket, or have spent a half hour 
out of the whole week in Christian ser- 
vice, as if we had in some way come 
into the same class with that noble wo- 
man. Have you and I done what we 
could? It is a challenging question, and 
ene that we ought not to answer lightly. 
Let us pray. 


SHE HATH SHE COULD 
WE HAVE [)ONE Waar WE ? 
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Department Helps 











Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“What a Friend we have in Jesus.” 
“I have a Friend so. precious.” 
“Jesus is all the world to me.” 
“More, more about Jesus.” 
“Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus.” 
“Since Jesus came into my heart.” 
“No, not one.” 
“Saviour, like a shepherd lead us.” 
“Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine.” 
(References in parentheses are to the met- 
rical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some other parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.) 
Psalm 05 : 1-11 (189 : 1-3). 
Psalm 116: 1-9 (231 : 1-3). 
Psalm 42: 1-11 (98 : 1-3). 
Psalm 45 : 1-17 (104 : 1-3). 
Psalm 23: 1-5 (47 : 1-4). 


w 


Do you want the school to know some 
of the most memorable Bible texts; the 
outstanding Bible events; and many 
other things in and about the Bible that 
a Sunday-school. should know? Try 
drilling the school for three to five min- 
utes each Sunday on Smith’s Supple- 
mental Bible Question Course.  I?’s 
wonderfully interesting and stimulating. 
It may be had from The Sunday School 
Times Company for 75 cents. 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—The best should 
be given to Jesus. 


Review.—Which of the three men in 
last Sunday’s story did their best with 
the money which was given to them 
to use? hy did they deserve “Well 
done”? If money was given to each 
child last week to be increased for the 
Easter offering, let some of the chil- 
dren tell what they are doing to make 
their money grow. Explain again the 
purpose of this offering, and suggest 
ways of working for it, and try to se- 
cure the co-operation of each child. 


Lesson Story—In Bethany was a 
home which Jesus loved and where he 
stayed many times. In this home lived 
Mary and Martha with their brother. 
We talked about Bethany only five weeks 
ago. From Bethany tortel, that won- 
derful procession, when Jesus rode, like 
a king, into Jerusalem. (Show the pic- 
ture of the Triumphal Entry.) That 
day it seemed as if every one wanted 
to march and sing his very best to 
honor Jesus. 

About that time, at Sinton’s house in 
Bethany, a supper was given to honor 
Jesus. Martha served, while her sister 
Mary loved to listen to the wonderful 
words of Jesus. During the supper, 
Mary was wondering what would be 
the most precious gift that she could 
offer to honor Jesus. She had a vase 
of very precious perfume which had 
never been opened. She brought it and 
broke the seal, then she went quietly 
behind the place where Jesus sat dur- 
ing the supper, and she poured some 
of the perfume on his head. 

Some of Jesus’ disciples saw her. In 
a moment everybody noticed the lovely 
perfume, for the whole room was filled 
with the odor of the precious ointment. 

Jesus knew that it was Mary’s gift 
of love, but when the disciples saw 
what had happened they were angry 
and some said, To what purpose was 
this waste, for this ointment might have 
been sold for much money and given 
to the poor. 

Jesus knew that these disciples 
were finding fault with Mary’s gift, just 
as they had found fault with mothers 
who brought their children to Jesus 
for his blessing. Jesus understood how 
troubled Mary felt, so he said, Why do 
you trouble this woman? She has 
wrought a good work upon me; she 
has , aed what she could. You have 
the poor with you always, but you do 
not have me always. Then Jesus said 
those wonderful words about Mary’s 
gift: Wherever the Gospel is preached 
through the whole world, what this 
woman has done shall be told for a me- 
morial of her. That is why in many 
parts of the world to-day people are 
talking about Mary’s best gift. 

Jesus had told them before, If you 
do a kindness to those who are hungry, 
thirsty, sick, or in prison, it is just the 
same as if you did it unto me. 


“Do all the good you can, 
To all the people you can, 

In all the ways you can, 

In all the places you can, 

And just as long as you car.” 


An Illustration-——Frank earned one 
cent, which he planned to give at Sun- 
day-school. It was such a dingy, dirty 
penny that he decided to clean it up, 
for he thought, Only the best is good 
enough for Jesus. Frank soaked, scrub- 
bed, and shined his penny, then wrapped 
it carefully in tissue paper. When he 
gave it on Sunday to show his love, 
the teacher said, What a beautiful penn 
you have brought to the Lord! fren 
said, I polished it to make it shine. I 
thought that, maybe, when Jesus saw it 
he would think it was gold. 


“T cannot do great things for Him 
* Who did so much for me, 

But I should like to show my love, 
Dear Jesus, unto Thee. 





Faithful in very little things, 
O Saviour, may I be.” 

(Songs for Little People, Pilgrim Press, Bos- 
ton, $1.25; postage, 10 cts.) 


Expression—Have you been thinking 
what is the best gift that you can offer 
to show your love for Jesus? He asks 
each child for the love of his heart and 
the service of his life in deing things 
to help others. A slip might be given 
to each child with the question, What 
will you give to Jesus, to show your 
love for him? he younger children 
mav answer orally. 

Perorta, IL. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
1. What this woman did. 
2. What Jesus said of her. 











F BUT few persons associated with 

him during his earthly life did our 
King speak in such complete praise as 
-of this woman who broke her alabas- 
ter cruse of precious ointment for him 
during the feast at Bethany. “Among 
them that are born of women there 
‘fnath not risen a greater than John 
the Baptist,” and “Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom is no guile,” are two 
others of the same type, but so rare 
is such commendation from his lips that 
we may expect to find something equally 
rare to bring it forth. Let us seek it 
in this woman, leaving all the other in- 
teresting questions involved in this in- 
cident, such as the time and place, and 
even the name of the woman herself, 
as of secondary concern compared with 
this, the heart of the matter. (1) 


1. What, then, did she do—she of 
whom her Lord said, “She hath done 
what she could,” and “Wheresoever this 
gospel shall be preached in the whole 
world, that also which this woman hath 
done shall be spoken of for a memorial 
of her’? In the first place she gave: 
gave the very best she possessed; gave 
it wholly, without stint or condition; 
gave it because she loved, and loved to 
give; gave at the very right time, be- 
cause she understood that this was the 
right time to anoint his body for burial; 
and best of all, gave not for Christ 
only, but gave to Enrist, her King; and 
through all these phases ef her giving 
there was not a thought-of or for self; 
it was all of and for him, so thor- 
oughly that it was what we cail “un- 
conscious” unselfishness, — not the result 
so much of what she planned to do as 
of what she was herself. (2) 

Now let us look a little more closely 
still into each one of these points, “The 
best she possessed,” not something as 
good as some one else had given, not 
what she was expected to give, nor just 
what would do to avoid criticism. Gifts 
prompted by any of these motives are 
full of self, the one to whom the gift 
goes is less thought of than the giver, 
and the gift scarcely deserves the name. 
It is rather the payment of a sort of 
debt. Nothing A this sort tinged this 
cruse of “exceeding precious” ointment. 
And it was all given; no measure of 
love’ can be found in such giving, for 
the love that prompts it knows no meas- 
ure, It is love indeed, seeking nothing 
for self, giving all. (3) 

It was of Jesus this woman thought, 
of his need at this very hour. She 
understood her Lord, through his spoken 
word concerning himself, as no other 
did then, not even the closest of his 
disciples. Had she thought of self at 
all she would have feared the very criti- 
cism she received, it might have held 
her back, and so he would have missed 
the sweetest, most understanding love 
ever shown him. And, last, she under- 
Stood this also of which he was think- 
ing when he said, “Ye have the poor 
always with you; but me ye have not 
always” — she gave not for him but to 
him. (4) 

Our faith is not the -worship of a 
“Cause,” however noble, nor of a “Prin- 


ciple,” however lofty, but of a Person, 


“very man and very God,” to whom as 
well as for whom we may give all. This 


FEBRUARY 19, 1921 


giver of the spikenard knew this secret 


of the deepest joy in giving; joy not 
only for herself, but te im whose 


could deepen. Can your girls sealize 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


Author of “ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories” 





Jo Cohat purpose 
is THIS waste ? 
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Suggestions for Using Little Jetts in Class 


When that devoted young woman brought 
her little alabaster box of perfume, the most 
costly and most prized of all her feminine 
treasures, and poured it lavishly upon the 
head of her Lord, Judas said: “Te what pur- 
pose is this waste?” Jetts are asking the 
young people of to-day what they are do- 
ing with their priceless possessiens. Influ- 
ence, health, beauty, strength, wealth, edu- 
cation, and all the wonderful daylight hours 
of invincible youth are theirs. The power 
to think, to plan, to love, to work, te enter- 
tain, to learn, to teach are also theirs in al- 
most limitless measure. Are these being lav- 
ishly poured out? If so, upon what? Upon 
whom? Is the investment for things which 
“perish with the using,” — or jis it an alabas- 
ter box offering to the greatest and best 
Master of all, who said: “Whosoever will 
save his life shall lose it; hut whdsoever 





shall lose his life for my sake and the gos- 
pel’s, the same shall save it’? 
. 


joy she was seeking, whose joy she. 




















Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 


that? That they can add to the joy of 
aoe Christ! Joy untold for the giver 
s in that secret. (5) 


2. Now is there any wonder at Jesus’ 
word of commendation for such a giver? 
Is there'any wonder that he set her giv- 
=e as the standard of all giving for 
all time wherever this Gospel of the 
kingdom should be preached in _ this 
whole world? Hers was the only “me- 
morial gift” of his whole lifetime, though 


he said of the widow’s mites that she. 


had given more than all the rich men, 
even all her living. (6) 

By way of contrast note what others 
said of this kind of giving, what com- 
laints they brought against such waste. 
t was not Judas, the greedy thief, only, 
who objected, but “when the disciples 
saw it, they had indignation” also. And 
this criticism of her fellows troubled 
the woman, for he rebuked them with, 
“Why trouble ye the woman?” ‘ Sure 
that our gifts please him, what matter 
the comments of others? Sure that they 
meet his standard, why measure the 
by others? (7) ’ 


Heme Study 
If this giver was Mary of Bethany, 
which seems quite certain, can you not 
think why she so well understood as 
well as loved her Lord? Read her whole 
story in the Bible. 
Decatur, Ga, 


Say, Fellows — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 





Hew the Lessen\is Taught This Week 


Beginning: Bob’s- “blunder.” 

Discussion: Do boys have alabaster 
boxes? If so, what is in them? Should 
a fellow of fine family, fine education, 
fine physical endowments and accom- 
plishments, outstanding capacity for 
leadership, and every equipment for mak- 
ing a great success in. these United 
States, “throw himself away on a few 
heathen”? 

Objective: Yes, if God wants him to 
do it. Ask him about it; don’t trust 
yourself nor anybody else to decide it. 
Let him. 


ty | day, i 











AY, fellows, a bunch of college stu- 

dents were talking over the news that 
had come to the campus that morning 
about Bob Allman. They were not only 
surprised; they were mad, for “Bob All- 
man had done the biggest fool thing ever 
committed by any decent fellow that 
the college had sent out,”—that was 
the unanimous verdict. And of all the 
bunch in last year’s graduating class, 
Bob was the last one you would have 
suspected of such a thing, he had so 
much at stake. He was the clearest- 


‘headed, the best-balanced, the finest 


physical specimen, the smartest chap in 
the lot. Bob was one of those rare 
fellows who could stand high in his 
classes and bé popular with the boys 
and the professors alike. He was pres- 
ident of his class and captain of the 
varsity football team, and everybody was 
glad of it. 

The amazing news had arrived, in a 
letter from Bob, himself, to one of the 
bovs in the bunch mentioned, stating 
that he was that very week at Vancouver, 
taking ship for China, where he had 
accepted a position as_ school-teacher 
on the banks of the Yangtse; there he 
would preside over a room full of 
Chinese Boys about seven hours every 
day, while they monotonously swayed 
backward and forward to the droning 
of their “study voices” in the charac- 
teristic Chinese fashion. 

Bob’s friend showed the letter. He 
had no more sympathy for Bob’s reasons 
than the bunch had; it was “simply a 
horrible mess — an outrageous slau,ht r 
of talent.” That was what they decided. 
Bob’s letter had said: 

“I don’t suppose you will understand 
it now; I hope you may, later; but out 
there are living (dying, I had better 
say) about four hundred and twenty- 
five millions of people, practically with- 
out a knowledge of Christ. I know Jesus 
Christ, not only as my Saviour, but as 
the very finest and best friend a fel- 
low ever had. I know what the knowl- 
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_ of him can mean to one human life. 
I know that he warts those people to 
meet him and to know him as I do. It 
ha suddenly dawned upon me that I 
can go over there and help introduce 
those strangers to my Lord, and by do- 
ing so not only please him but save 
them. from eternal death. 

“I couldn’t be happy at anything else, 
Gus. Maybe you will smile—if it doesn’t 
make you mad —but just wait, old fel- 
low; give me time. Unless I am the 
worst fooled mortal that ever lived, I 
have got hold of the really big job — 
one that takes all that is in a man. Oh, 
it’s easy to make money, and it’s easy to 
do some stunt that wins applause; but 
after it all, when ‘the tumult and the 
shouting dies,’ what have you got? 

“And what have I got? do you ask? 
Well, first, I’ve got about the best in- 
side feelings you ever could imagine. 
I’ve got a happy heart. I’ve got the cour- 
age of my convictions. But, best of all, 
I've got my Master’s smile; and one 

y, if my faith does not fail, and I don’t 
believe it will, I’ll get his ‘well done’ — 
and that will be worth it all, 

“Gus, I wish you were going with 
me, old fellow. Smile, but think it 
over. You will graduate next year. Say, 
I’m going to expect you. But in the 
meantime, remember: tage | you’ve 
got is too fine or too rare to lay down 
in service to Jesus Christ!”  , 

Fellows, that was fifteen years ago. 
Want to take a look at Bob now? It 
is a thrilling picture I see. A group of 
fine buildings—a great Christian col- 
lege in China, built for the most part 
by the Chinese themselves. Bob is the 
president of it. He wouldn’t swap posi- 
tions with the president of the United 
States, nor would he care to be a cap- 
tain of finance or a Supreme Court 
Judge. Bob has for fifteen years been 
“living the life,” and it’s going finer each 


ear. 

He has had the supreme joy of seeing 
Christian Chinese business men, states- 
men, and great leaders go out from his 
college to take their places ‘of influence 
and leadership in the affairs of an Em- 
pire—in some respects, particularly in 
population and undeveloped resources 
the greatest upon earth. Bob himsel 
has been called time and again into the 
highest councils of the nation. He is 
engaged in introducin men — and 
through them a great multitude — to his 
Master, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Yes, fellows, boys have alabaster boxes, 
too — and there’s only one place to break 
them — at the feet of Jesus. 


CHATTANOOGA, TENN, 


’ 





For Family Worship 


By the Directer of the 
Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


\The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lerd 
through “them that are His.”’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
psd y ~! and ++ seman Yo eee we - Dy to pray 
‘or 8 ce an essing of the League.— 
Editor of The Sunday School Times. 


Family Altar Faithfulness 


N AUGUST, 1864, a certain young 
married couple established a family 
altar, and for over fifty years gathered 
their family about them morning and 
evening for worship, and: then for an- 
other six years, morning and noon and 
evening; fifty years twice a day, six 
years three times a day,— over forty- 
three thousand times altogether. Count- 
ing an average of only ten minutes each 
time, over seven thousand hours, or 
say a thousand days of seven hours each, 
were thus spent. Was it time wasted? 
Many would say so. But note this (one 
of many results): Seven of the eight 
children now have homes of their own, 
and in every home family worship is 
observed daily. Thank God for parents 
who “did what they could”! Does fam- 
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“JESUS IS COMING” 


By W. E. B. 
A full clear_study of the Second Coming of Christ, and 





connected events. Scripture 


References printed in full 





at the foot of every page. 





Coming.”—A. 7. Pierson, 





‘The first book that made the coming of Jesus Christ 
a living reality tome... It made the doctrine not only 
clear, but very precious."—R. A. Torrey. 


‘*This book completely revolutionized my thinking, 
gave me a new conception of Christ and a new under- 
standing of what it’ meant to work for Him. I most 
cordially commend it to Christian workers yt age = 


‘‘The best brief compendium I have seen on the Lord's 


This book has been translated inte twenty-five foreign languages. 
Aggregate sale, over 580,000 copies. 


250 pages; only 75 cents, postpaid. 


FOR SALE BY 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia. H 
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ily altar faithfulness pay? Will! it pay 
in your home? Yes, a thousandfold! 


February 28 to March 6 


Mon.—Matthew 26 : 1-13. 
Jesus Among his Friends. 

Don’t miss the Golden Text. If that 
was true of one woman, why may it 
not be of another, and another, and of 
you? Ir may BE! The disciples saw 
only the “waste,” but Jesus saw deeper. 
God weighs actions by motives, not by 
“motions.” 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
dear saints of God who, many of them 
in their hidden spheres of service, in 
their quiet daily round of routine duties, 
are patiently and lovingly and uncom- 
plainingly doing what they can, Many 
a precious gem will be brought to light 
when the Lord cometh to “make up his 
jewels.” 

Tues.—John 11 : 1-11. 
The Friends of Jesus in Trouble. 

Lazarus’ sisters “sent unto him”; 
Jesus “heard,” but “abode two days still 
in the same place”; and yet he loved 
them. Repeated often still Incompre- 
hensible to the spiritually short-sighted, 
but plain to the Hebrews-eleventh taught. 
God’s seeming denials and delays are 
always for some specific purpose. 

Prayer SuccestTions: Pray for those 
who are tempted to discouragement 
through seemingly delayed answers to 
prayer. Ask God to help them to re- 
member that his “delayed answers” are 
often his largest and best. “What I do 
thou knowest not now, but thou shalt 
know hereafter.” 


Wed.—John 11:17-27. Jesus and, Martha. 


What Martha said that God would do 
for Jesus (v. 22) was exactly what Jesus 
afterwards said that God would do for 
us (16:23). Jesus asked a humanly 
impossible thing, and God granted it. 
Read in their order John 8:29, 1 John 
3:22, and John 14: 12; not man’s words, 
but God’s. 

PraYER SuGGEsTIoNS: Pray for every 
bereaved home, for the desolate and 
lonely, for the misunderstood, the sorely 
tempted, the estranged, the “cast off,” 
the “heavy laden.” “Earth hath no sor- 
row that heaven cannot heal.” Read 
Psalm 147:3 and Isaiah 63:9. Pray def- 
initely for the sorrowing in your own 
church or community. 


Thurs.—John 11: 28-34. Jesus and Mary. 


How different were Martha and Mary 
(Luke 10: 38-42), and yet how alike in 
their confidence in Jesus! Both greeted 
him with exactly the same _ words. 
Though the Marthas and Marys may 
have different temperaments, they often 
have the same heart devotion. How 
good thaf Jesus knows! 


PRAYER SuGGEesTions: Pray for every 
member of the body of Christ. Pray 
for the unity of the Spirit everywhere. 
Pray for the healing of local divisions 
and differences. Pray with, confession, 
as Ezra prayed (Ezra 9:6), and as Dan- 
iel prayed (Dan. 9:19-21). Pray that 
there may be a deep hungering and 
thirsting for the fulness of the Spirit. 
Fri.—John 11 : 35-44. 

Lazarus Restored to Life. 

The world says: “Seeing is believ- 
‘ ing.” Jesus says: “Believing is seeing” 
(v. 40). But the believing must be ac- 
cording to the will of God, believing the 
truth as it is in Jesus. No man can 
ever believe a lie and “see the glory of 
God.” “Thou hearest me always.” Does 
he you? 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
correct understanding and the effectual 
believing of the teachings of God’s Word, 
remembering that (as Keith L. Brooks, 
of Los Angeles, has well said) “we may 
hold to the Apostles’ Creed and still not 
have the apostles’ Christ.” Pray to-day 
for our incoming and retiring Presi- 
dents. 

Sat.—Psalm 116 : 1-9. 
The Lord a Hearer of Prayer. 

God’s Word declares that God hears 
prayer. Satan suggests that he does 
not. The answers which you receive to 
your prayers will depend largely on 
whom you believe “in your heart,” God 
or Satan. Read Mark 11:23, and do 
not lose the force of “shall not doubt 
in his heart.” Unbelief is iniquity (Psa. 
66:18). 

Prayer SuccestTions: Praise God for 
the increasing emphasis being put 
upon prayer, private prayer, family 
prayer, public prayer. Pray for the Fam- 
ily Altar League (Marquette Building, 
Chicago). Ask God that more time may 
be given to intercession, not only in the 
home, but in all public gatherings of the 
Lord’s people. 

Sun.—Psalm 116 : 10-19. 
A Thanksgiving Prayer. 

Couple with to-day’s reading Philip- 
pians 4:6, emphasizing “with thanks- 
giving.” Note the reference to death in 
this psalm (as also in Psalm 23); not 
lessening but rather increasing the cause 
for praise and thanksgiving. “Precious 

. the death of his saints,” for they 
are then to be with him. 


PRAYER SvuGGESTIONS: Pray with 
thanksgiving for all Bible _ training 
schools, all Fundamentals and Victori- 
ous Life Conferences, all evangelical 
missionary boards, all agencies for the 
world-wide preaching of the Gospel. 
Praying to-day and always “with all 
perseverance and supplication for all 
saints.” - 
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In recognition of your aid in sending, not later than March 15th, the 





names and addresses of some of your friends,—active Sunday-school 





workers,—who should, but do not (yet!) take The Sunday School Times 














THE publishers will be glad to send to you, or to any one whom you may indicate, the following most useful publications, 
in accordance with this offer :— 


For 10 names wall addresses—a copy of the “Bible Success Band Booklet” 


A beautifully illustrated booklet with suggestions for daily Bible memory verses for 1921, and with inspiring messages from Christian leaders. 


For 15 names and addresses—a copy of “Archeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzles” 


How Pick and Spade are Answering the Destructive Criticism of the Bible. 


brings within small compass some of the chief results of archeological work. 


By the Rev. John Urquhart: A book which 


For 20 names and addresses—a copy of “500 Bible Questions and Answers” 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Questions of real value for home and class study in bringing out some of the lesser knownfineidents of the Old Testament 


For 25 names and addresses—a copy of “What is the Gospel?” 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. Straightforward talks on Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, What is Salvation, 
The Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. 


Please indicate the position of each person whose name you send by using P for Pastor, S for 
Superintendent, and T for Teacher. 


The books and booklets here offered are among those you have often wanted when you saw them advertised in The Sunday School Times. 
Now they are yours in return for a little time spent in sending the desired names and addresses. 


The names will be used in acquainting your friends with The Sunday School Times and its book publ'‘cations. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY (Circulation Department), 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 








March 13. What Is Real Religion? James 
1: 19-27; John 17: 3. 

March 20. Christian Progress in Alaska. 
Isa. 9: 2-7. (Home-missionary meeting.) 

March 27. Lessons from the First Easter. 


Mark 16: 1-20. 


April 3. Thy Kingdom Come. IV. In My 
Community. Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, March 6 


Thy Kingdom Come. III. In My Church 
(Matt. 6 : 7-15) (Consecration Meeting ) 


Mon.—The King in the Church (Rev. 1 : 10- 
20). When John, an exile on Patmos, saw 
that wonderful vision of Christ, he fell at 
His feet as dead. If the one whom Jesus 
loved, who leaned upon his breast, whose 
life had been wholly given up to the Lord’s 
work, was so overcome with fear at the 
vision of his King, what will it mean to 
the half-hearted church-member who does 
not know him through hours of communion 
and days of walking with him to meet 
him face to _ face? 

Tues.—What the Net Catches (Matt. 13: 
47-50). The net (Christendom) contains the 
good and the bad together. So in the 
church visible the saved and the unsaved 
are growing side by side. But the day is 
coming when the wicked shall be severed 
from the just and cast into a fiery furnace. 
The judgment of Christ is to begin at the 
house of God. Oh, that the Church of God 
would not rest day nor night in its crying, 
“Ye must be born again,” that many might 
be sure they are marked for the “good 
vessels” of that day, which may be very 
near. 


Wed.—The Enemy (Matt. 13 : 24-30). Tt was 


while men slept that the enemy came and | 





sowed tares among the wheat (the children | 


of the kingdom). Many 
tians to-day seem to be soundly sleeping, 
while thousands of priceless souls are be- 
ing swept into a Christless eternity. Some 
find membership in the church or in Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies, without the least 
idea that they need to be born again, and 
are left to grow with the “wheat,” only to 
find in the day of his judgment that their 


professing Chris- | 


lives have been wasted and fruitless, and 
to hear the Lord of the Harvest say, “I 
never knew you.” When the Lord Jesus 
Christ is enthroned in our hearts he over- 
comes the enemy for us. 


Thurs.—When the Kingdom Came (Acts 2: 
1-4). This Scripture tells when the Holy 
Spirit came to be to the children of God 
“another Comforter,” to dwell in them and 
empower them for service. “Be ye filled with 
the Spirit,” is the command of God. Failure 
on the part of the believer to obey this in- 
junction deprives him of a mighty reward 
and deprives many, perhaps, of the eter- 
nal life they might have through his giv- 
ing out the Gospel in power. 


Fri.—Sigrs of the Kingdom (John 13 : 34, 35). 
When the love of Christ is shed abroad in 
our hearts others will soon know who is 
the King of our lives, and, like the Wise- 
men of old, will be willing to travel many 
weary miles that they may find Him who 
was born King. How about this sign in 
your life? When the disciples asked Christ 
what should be the sign of his coming to 
set up his kingdom, he said of the fig tree 
(which is the type of Israel), “When his 
branch . . . putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh.” Israel has begun 
to bud, is returning to English-ruled Pales- 
tine in unbelief (as prophesied), and many 
other Scripture signs show the near ap- 
proach of Christ’s setting up of his king- 
dom upon the earth. “Be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh.” 


Sat.—A United Kingdom (John 17: 20-23). 
Christ is here praying -for all those who 
shall be members of his body, those whom 
God is calling out in this age of grace, 
that there may be a remarkable unity 
among them. In Romans 12:5 Paul shows 
that Christ’s prayer was answered, and 
that the born-again children of God, al- 
though they are many, are one in Christ, 
each with a different gift which Christ can 
use for his own glory. If one member of 
our body fails to function properly the 
whole body is afflicted and unable to carry 
out its work effectively. 


HAT a marvelous privilege is ours 
of becoming members of the church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ! “Him hath 


| God exalted with his right hand to be 


said Peter, in 
and we can never know the 


a Prince and a Saviour,” 
Acts 5: 31, 


joy of walking with him until we have 


exalted him to be the King of our lives. 








But while Christ is the King of many 
a life, he wants also to be something 
far nearer and dearer than any highly 
exalted earthly ruler could ever be; for 
Paul tells us in the epistle to the Colos- 
sians, “He is the head of the body, the 
Church .. . that in all , things he might 
have the pre-eminence.” 

So intimate is the union between 
Christ and his own that Scripture calls 
us the Body, of which he is the Head, 
members of his own fiesh, born of his 
travail on Calvary. No harm or dis- 
tress can come to any member of that 
body which is not felt by its glorious 
Head. 

The Church is also called the bride 
of the Bridegroom Jesus Christ. “The 
King hath brought me into his cham- 
bers,” rejoices the bride in the Song of 
Solomon, “I am black... as the tents 
of Kedar,” she admits, and yet to her 
Bridegroom she is “comely,” and con- 
fidently boasts, “I am my beloved’s, and 
his desire is towards me. ... He brought 
me to the banqueting house, and his ban- 
ner [victory’s ensign] over me was love.” 

In spite of her joy in this soul-satis- 
fying bridegroom, the bride lapsed in 

her devotion to him, and when he called 
to her to open the door she refused him 
entrance, saying, “I have put off my coat; 
how shall I put it on?. I have washed 
my feet; how shall I defile them?” In 
her comfort and indolence she was not 
willing to rise and- open the door. 

What is the condition in your church? 
Is the King, the blessed Bridegroom, 
“walking in the midst”; or is he stand- 
ing outside the door knocking and ask- 
ing for admission? 

If Christ’s rule is to come in your 
church it means that every member 
must be fully surrendered to him, be- 
ginning with you. 

How may the church be made more 
spiritual?—By those who are spiritual 
getting together and praying for an out- 
pouring of God’s Spirit upen his peo- 
ple, and praying until the answer comes. 

How may the Kingdom come through 
service ?—Christ’ s last commission to his 
followers was, “Go ye into all the world 





and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
When the last man on earth has heard 
the Gospel and has had an opportunity 
to be saved from his sin, we shall not 
have to wait for the King to come back 
and take his throne at Jerusalem. The 
only service that will help to bring his 
kingdom to this earth is that of preach- 
ing the Gospel, or, through prayer and 
giving, sending the Gospel as fast as we 
can to those in darkness. 

How may prayer bring in the King- 
dom ?—“Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest,” said the Mas- 
ter. The more workers you can pray 
out into the harvest field the quicker 
will the day of Christ’s kingdom come. 
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Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old er new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Canada, Mexico, Cuba, and 
Shanghai, China. These rates include 


postage, 

$1 50 Five or more copies, either to 
° separate addresses or in a 

package, to one address, $1.50 each, per 


year. 

$2 00 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $2 each, 

per copy. One copy, five years, $8. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
Please be sure to state the old as-well 
as the new address whenever you request 

a change in your address. If in club, 

please give name and address of your 

club organizer, and alléw two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 
The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


















































Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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A “SAFE” INVESTMENT 


ASSURED 
INCOME BONDS 


BY SSD erie. 
American Sunday-School Union 
are SAFE and SATISFYING 
BECAUSE 
Bad ope 
They are not an experiment, but @ long tried busi- 
ess proposition. 
For information about these Assured Income Bonds, 
write to JOHN E. STEVENSON, Treasurer 


American Sanday-School Union 
3816 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

















BETTER THAN BONDS 
BECAUSE ALWAYS 
AT PAR 


For 26 years Calvert 6% 

Certificates, which are is- 

su ‘or $100 or more, 
have been worth their full face value plu 
interest. A Bond you buy today may be 
lown tomorrew, but Calvert 6 %« Certificates 
always remain at par. 


You’ll be interested ‘in 


our booklet, ** and 
Safety.” Wri it. 


ELSE ARERR LIE ERLE PHF 


THE CALVERT iMORTGAGE CO. 
870 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 


~ Use them to tag 
articles laid away- 
between seasons. Al- 
ways have a box on 
hand when moving 
day comes around, 
At 10,000 dealers, 
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The Pilgrim 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


Premillennial, dispensatienal. evangelical. En- 

dorsed and contributed to by leading Bible teach- 

ers as Drs. 1. M.Haldeman,A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 

Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 

Published by Clarendon Baptist Church, Alcolu, 

S.C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Fifty cents a year. 
ibscribe now. 
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Bible Training School 
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Rev. W. ELLIS, M.A.. B.D., Principal 








Bible 








You can be quickly cured, if you 








Send 10 cents fer 288- book on Stammering 
, “its Cause and Cure.” It tells fen 


@xred myself after stam 20 yrs. B. Ne 
5873 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. tL St., indianapolis. 
=e 


ONZE, TaBets 


Free Book of Designs 
Sac. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
” Wept. 9), S56 W. 27th St., New York City. 














PULPITS 


Chairs, Tables, Hymn Boards, Collection Plates,etc. 











Globe Furniture Company, formic: mete 


wer ae ee 


| Children at Home 





The Baby and the Princess 
By Ruby Weyburn Tobias 


6&“YRANDMOTHER,” said Peggy, 

“please tell us a story about how 
you crossed thé plains when you were a 
little girl.” : 

“Dear me, Peggy,” laughed mother, 
“how many times already have you heard 
that story? Grandmother will get so 
tired of telling it that she'll run when 
she sees you and Tony coming!” 

“Never you ‘mind, Mamma Elliott; it 
seems to me I remember a little girl who 
used to tease 4 that story every night 
of her life.” other smiled as though 
she knew very well whd that little girl 
was. She went and sat near baby John, 
who stirred just then in his sleep, and 
she listened with Peggy and Anthony as 
she worked. 

“T once had a dear little baby brother, 
who was the sweetest child in the world,” 
began grandmother. “I can say that 
without offending any one present, be- 
cause he looked exactly like jour lit- 
tle brother. He had the same unusual 
black hair and big dark eyes, the same 
dimpled mouth and mischievous ways. 
The reason we did not start months 
earlier on our long, hard journey was 
that we were waiting for Richard to 
grow big enough to take the trip. He 
was seven months old when we started, 
and over a year old when we reached 
Oregon, and all that time the happiest, 
best joo fi # 

“T had been quite ill with measles, and 
was not very strong. I used to cough 
a good deal and couldn’t bear to stay 
in the big, uncomfortable wagon drawn 
by slow oxen. So I used to tease my 
mother to let me get out and walk. 
Often I would walk all the morning by 
the wagon, keeping up with it easily, 
and mother said that she thought I owed 
my life te that; for at the journey’s end 
I was as healthy and rosy as the strong- 
est. Sometimes I would beg her, too, 
to let me carry little Richard. This she 
would never permit; but often when we 
stopped en our hard journey we. chil- 
dren were allowed to take him and romp 
with him to our hearts’ content. What 
happy hours those were! I asked for no 
toys, ne amusements such as children 
have to-day. All I needed to make me 
the happiest child in the world was the 
wide, endless prairie with the wind blow- 
ing over the grasses, the faithful pro- 
tection of the slow, creaking ox-wagons, 
and my daily romp with baby. 

“But one day when we had been al- 
ready several months on our way, and 
were nearing the mountains, something 
happened which put a stop to the play. 
After this, when we got out of the 
wagons mother always sat with baby 
quite near her. On this particular day 
we children, six or seven of us, had 
wandered a little farther than usual 
away from the wagons. The others 
were frolicking, and Richard and I it- 
ting watching them. 

“Suddenly, around a clump of bushes, 
we saw, quite hidden from the wagons, 
a little group of strange people, so queer 
and so queerly dressed that we stopped 
in amazement. We had heard our par- 
ents talk of the Indians, but we chil- 
dren knew scarcely enough to be afraid 
as they came slowly up to us. There 
were twe tall men in paint and feathers; 
one of them, I learned afterward, a 
chief. ‘There was also a young girl. 
I remember thinking her the prettiest 
lady I had ever seen, as she stood there 
so slim and straight in her gay blanket, 


with bright beads on her arms and over | i 


her black braids. 

“The girl was the only one who seemed 
to knew a few English words, and I 
heard her say, pointing te Richard, “Pap- 
poose — big brave!” The big chief never 
once took his eyes off the baby. He 
came up close, reached dewn and took 
him in his arms. Richard wasn’t the 
least bit afraid, but laughed and tugged 
at the feather in the chief’s head-band. 
How that pleased the Indians! Her 
father spoke to the girl very fast, and 
she came te me and said, ‘Big chief take 





little pappoose, Make him big chief!’ 
I thought of course that he was joking, 
as others had often teased me by ask- 
ing for my baby brother, I shook my 
head and said we would go to mother. 

“My mother told me afterward how 
frightened all our party were. You see, 
the Indians were not very friendly in 
those days, and our men had, been on 
the lookout for them all the way. They 
thought that these might have been sent 
as spies, to find out how strong. our lit- 
tle band was. 

“The Indian princess, for such she 
was, repeated her request to my mother 
and father, and this time I saw that she 
was in earnest. She said her father 
would give six ponies for the baby. They 
pointed to his hair and eyes and kept 
saying, “Pappoose—big brave!” M 
mother, though she was frightened, 
smiled and shook her head, and reached 
for her baby. The chief motioned to 
his daughter to offer ten ponies, When 
my mother again shook her head and 
took Richard, the big chief turned on 
his heel and marched away with the 
others, very straight and fierce looking. 
Only the girl looked back and smiled. 
I remember that she took a bright feather, 
from her hair and gave it to Richard. 

“The men finally decided that it was 
best to camp there all night, and after 
a dinner around the camp fire, which 
no one seemed to enjoy*but us hungry 
youngsters, they let the fire smoulder 
and sat there with their rifles ready, for 
fear of an attack. All of a sudden a 
big cloud was seen away off to the 
west. Nearer and nearer it came. ‘The 
Injuns!’ cried our captain, ‘To arms!’ 

“Just at that instant, by common con- 
sent, we dropped to our knees there 
on the prairie grass and asked God’s 
protection. I remember feeling so safe 
after that, with my mother’s arms around 
me and God so near, even though the 
dust cloud came faster and faster our 


way. 

“No, children, don’t look frightened. 
They weren’t Indians at all, but — what 
do you think?” Here grandmother stop- 
ped in her story to let Peggy and Tony 
“suess,” though the little rogues knew 
very well what was coming. 

“Wolves!” cried Tony. 

“Bears!” cried Peggy. 

“They were wild animals of a kind} 
you would never see on any prairies 
to-day,” answered grandmother. “It 
was a big herd of buffalo, almost as 
dangerous as Indians, it proved, for they 
came so near in their mad race that 
a great giant struck the front wheel of 
our ox-cart, and strong as the wheel 
was, it was shattered into splinters} 
But the great herd passed on leaving 
such a cloud of dust and such a ter- 
rible thunder in our ears that it was 
some minutes before we could be sure 
what had happened. By this time the dust 
cloud was far away to the east, and we 
weresafe. Safe from Indians, safe from 
the terror of the plains. We lighted 
low fires, and sang an evening hymn. 
We children slept in our mothers’ arms, 
and our fathers watched all night: over 
their loved ones.” 

“And the Indians,—did they ever 
come back to steal Richard?” asked 
Tony. 

“No, dear, we weren’t bothered by 
any red-men all the rest of the way.” 

‘But didn’t you ever see the princess 
again?” 

“No, Peggy, but I always hoped we 
would some day. She probably grew 
up fat and greasy-looking like the wo- 


ways thought of her as young and slim 
and pretty, and of the way she smiled 
when she tossed the feather.” 

“Well, what became of the baby?” 
suggested the children, as if they didn’t 
know already from a half dozen tell- 


ngs. 

‘Richard? Why, of course! He 
grew inte your great uncle, the one who 
sent you the wonderful baskets from 
the Nez Perces. Some day, if you are 
good [here Mamma Elliot smiled — she 
remembered that “if” so well], I’ll have 


men of her tribe, but some way I al-4I PRICES TO SUIT $25—$32.50—$35—$40 
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such friends of the Indians, and why 
they all love him as they do,” 
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Easter Extraordinary 


EASTER! DAY OF DAYS| is the title of a 
new service for Sunday schools, of rare beauty 
and worth. Sample copy mailed for four 2-cent 
stamps. 

Send us your address mg that of others inter- 
ested) and we will mail free our new catalog of 
Easter services, cantatas, recitations and dialogs, 
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for choir. 
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spirit of to-day in beautifu songs, new and old. 
Contains 15 Easter hymns and two Easter ser- 
vices. Price, $75 per 100. Returnable sample copy 
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We make a specialty of religious orchestra music. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
782 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 
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HALL: MACK CO. 


MUSIC: 


Sample Services of Songs and Recitations 
~ Ministers, Superintendents, and Commit- 
ees. 

Returnable Samples of Choir Cantatas 
and Anthems. 

The Garden of Joseph, new song story by 
Adam Geibel. 25 cents. 
Easter Helper No. 7 (not sent for examina- 

- tion), 15 cents in stamps. 


HALL-MACK CO. eee and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.j{ Philadelphia, Pa. 
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MEYER & BROTHER, Publishers, 
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THE publishers will be glad to send to you, or to any one whom you may indicate, the ‘following most useful publications, 
in accordance with this offer :— 


For 10 names wai addresses—a copy of the “Bible Success Band Booklet” 


A beautifully illustrated booklet with suggestions for daily Bible memory verses for 1921, and with inspiring messages from Christian leaders. 


For 15 names and addresses—a copy of “Archeology’s Solution of Old Testament Puzzles” 


How Pick and Spade are Answering the Destructive Criticism of the Bible. 


brings within small compass some of the chief results of archeological work. 


By the Rev. John Urquhart. 


A book which 


For 20 names and addresses—a copy of “500 Bible Questions and Answers” 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. Questions of real value for home and class study in bringing out some of the lesser knowngineidents of the Old Testament 


For 25 names and addresses—a copy of “What is the Gospel?” 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull. 


The Blessed Hope, The Victorious Life. 


Straightforward talks on Why Men are Lost, How Men are Saved, What is Salvation, 


Please indicate the position of each person whose name you send by using P for Pastor, S for 
Superintendent, and T for Teacher. 


The books and booklets here offered are among those you have often wanted when you saw them advertised in The Sunday School Times. 
Now they are yours in return for a little time spent in sending the desired names and addresses. 


The names will be used in acquainting your friends with The Sunday School Times and its book publ'cations. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 








March 13. What Is Real Religion? 
1: 19-27; John 17: 3. 

March 20. Christian Progress in Alaska. 
Isa. 9:2-7. (Home-missionary meeting.) 

March 27. Lessons from the First Easter. 
Mark 16 : 1-20. 


James 


April 3. Thy Kingdom Come, IV. In My 
Community. Matt. 6: 7-15. (Consecration 
meeting.) 


Sunday, March 6 


Thy Kingdom Come. III. In My Church 
(Matt. 6 : 7-15) (Consecration Meeting) 


Mon.—The King in the Church (Rev. 1 : 10- 
20). When John, an exile on Patmos, saw 
thet wonderful vision of Christ, he fell at 
His feet as dead. If the one whom Jesus 
loved, who leaned upon his breast, whose 
life had been wholly given up to the Lord’s 
work, was so overcome with fear at the 
vision of his King, what will it mean to 
the half-hearted church-member who does 
not know him through hours of communion 
and days of walking with him to meet 
him face to face? 

Tues.—What the Net Catches (Matt. 13: 
47-50). The net (Christendom) contains the 
good and the bad together. So in the 
church visible the saved and the unsaved 
are growing side by side. But the day is 
coming when the wicked shall be severed 
from the just and cast into a fiery furnace. 
The judgment of Christ is to begin at the 
house of God. Oh, that the Church of God 
would not rest day nor night in its crying, 
“Ye must be born again,” that many might 
be sure they are marked for the “good 
vessels” of that day, which may be very 
near. 

Wed.—The Enemy (Matt. 


13 2 24-30). Tt was 


while men slept that the enemy came and | 


sowed tares among the wheat (the children 
of the kingdom). 
tians to-day seem to be soundly sleeping, 
while thousands of priceless souls are be- 
ing swept into a Christless eternity. Some 
find membership in the church or in Chris- 
tian Endeavor Societies, without the least 
idea that they need to be born again, and 
are left to grow with the “wheat,” only to 
find in the day of his judgment that their 





Many professing Chris- | 


lives have been wasted and fruitless, and 
to hear the Lord of the Harvest say, “I 
never knew you.” When the Lord Jesus 
Christ is enthroned in our hearts he over- 
comes the enemy for us. 


Thurs.—When the Kingdom Came (Acts 2: 
1-4). This Scripture tells when the Holy 
Spirit came to be to the children of God 
“another Comforter,” to dwell in them and 
empower them for service. “Be ye filled with 
the Spirit,” is the command of God. Failure 
on the part of the believer to obey this in- 
junction deprives him of a mighty reward 
and deprives many, perhaps, of the eter- 
nal life they might have through his giv- 
ing out the Gospel in power. 


Fri.—Sigrs of the Kingdom (John 13 : 34, 35). 
When the love of Christ is shed abroad in 
our hearts others will soon know who is 
the King of our lives, and, like the Wise- 
men of old, will be willing to travel many 
weary miles that they may find Him who 
was born King. How about this sign in 
your life? When the disciples asked Christ 
what should be the sign of his coming to 
set up his kingdom, he said of the fig tree 
(which is the type of Israel), “When his 
branch . . . putteth forth leaves, ye know 
that summer is nigh.” Israel has begun 
to bud, is returning to English-ruled Pales- 
tine in unbelief (as prophesied), and many 
other Scripture signs show the near ap- 
proach of Christ’s setting up of his king- 
dom upon the earth. “Be ye also ready: 
for in such an hour as ye think not the 
Son of man cometh.” 


Sat.—A United Kingdom (John 17 : 20-23). 
Christ is here praying -for all those who 
shall be members of his body, those whom 
God is calling out in this age of grace, 
that there may be a remarkable unity 
among them. In Romans 12:5 Paul shows 
that Christ’s prayer was answered, and 
that the born-again children of God, al- 
though they are many, are one in Christ, 
each with a different gift which Christ can 
use for his own glory. If one member of 
our body fails to function properly the 
whole body is afflicted and unable to carry 
out its work effectively. 


HAT a marvelous privilege is ours 
of becoming members of the church 
of the Lord Jesus Christ! “Him hath 


| God exalted with his right hand to be 


a Prince and a Saviour,” said Peter, in 
Acts 5:31, and we can never know the 
joy of walking with him until we have 
exalted him to be the King of our lives. 








But while Christ is the King of many 
a life, he wants also to be something 
far nearer and dearer than any highly 
exalted earthly ruler could ever be; for 
Paul tells us in the epistle to the Colos- 
sians, “He is the head of the body, the 
Church .. . that in all , things he might 
have the pre- eminence.’ 

So intimate is the union between 
Christ and his own that Scripture calls 
us the Body, of which he is the Head, 
members of his own flesh, born of his 
travail on Calvary. No harm or dis- 
tress can come to any member of that 
body which is not felt by its glorious 
Head. 

The Church is also called the bride 
of the Bridegroom Jesus Christ. “The 
King hath brought me into his cham- 
bers,” rejoices the bride in the Song of 
Solomon, “I am black... as the tents 
of Kedar,” she admits, and yet to her 
Bridegroom she is “comely,” and con- 
fidently boasts, “I am my beloved’s, and 
his desire is towards me.... He brought 
me to the banqueting house, ‘and his ban- 
ner [victory’s ensign] over me was love.” 

In spite of her joy in this soul-satis- 
fying bridegroom, the bride lapsed in 
her devotion to him, and when he called 
to her to open the door she refused him 
entrance, saying, “I have put off my coat; 
how shall I put it on?. I have washed 
my feet; how shall I defile them?” In 
her comfort and indolence she was not 
willing to rise and- open the door. 

What is the condition in your church? 
Is the King, the blessed Bridegroom, 
“walking in the midst”; or is he stand- 
ing outside the door knocking and ask- 
ing for admission? 

If Christ’s rule is to come in your 
church it means that every member 
must be fully surrendered to him, be- 
ginning with you. 

How may the church be made more 
spiritual?—By those who are spiritual 
getting together and praying for an out- 
pouring of God’s Spirit upen his peo- 
ple, and praying until the answer comes. 

How may the Kingdom come through 
service ?—Christ’ s last commission to his 
followers was, “Go ye into all the world 





and preach the gospel to every creature.” 
When the last man on earth has heard 
the Gospel and has had an opportunity 
to be saved from his sin, we shall not 
have to wait for the King to come back 
and take his throne at Jerusalem. The 
only service that will help to bring his 
kingdom to this earth is that of preach- 
ing the Gospel, or, through prayer and 
giving, sending the Gospel as fast as we 
can to those in darkness. 

How may prayer bring in the King- 
dom ?—‘“Pray ye therefore the Lord of 
the harvest that he will send forth 
laborers into his harvest,” said the Mas- 
ter. The more workers you can pray 
out into the harvest field the quicker 
will the day of Christ’s kingdom come. 
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The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
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Lesson for March 6 
Matthew 26 : 1-13 
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Handy Tags 
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©) What Next 


The Pilgrim 


A MONTHLY MAGAZINE 


Premillennial, dispensatienal. evangelical. En- 

dorsed and contributed to by leading Bible teach- 

ers as Drs. 1. M.Haldeman,A.C.Gaebelein, W. B. 

Riley, A. C. Dixon, James M. Gray, and others. 

Published by Clarendon Baptist Church, Alcolu, 

S.C., Alfred F. Ham, Editor. Fifty cents a year. 
ibscribe now. 
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Bible Training School 
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[ Children at Home 





The Baby and the Princess 
By Ruby Weyture Tobias 


6“ NRANDMOTHER,” said Peggy, 

“please tell us a story about how 
you crossed thé plains when you were a 
little girl.” : 

“Dear me, Peggy,” laughed mother, 
“how many times already have you heard 
that story? Grandmother will get so 
tired of telling it that she’ll run when 
she sees you atid Tony coming!” 

“Never you mind, Mamma Elliott; it 
seems to me I remember a little girl who 
used to tease er that story every night 
of her life.” other smiled as though 
she knew very well whd that little girl 
was. She went and sat near baby John, 
who stirred just then in his sleep, and 
she listened with Peggy and Anthony as 
she worked. 

“T once had a dear little baby brother, 
who was the sweetest child in the world,” 
began grandmother. “I can say that 
without offending any one present, be- 
cause he looked exactly like your lit- 
tle brother. He had the same unusual 
black hair and big dark eyes, the same 
dimpled mouth and mischievous ways. 
The reason we did not start months 
earlier on our long, hard journey was 
that we were waiting for Richard to 
grow big enough to take the trip. He 
was seven months old when we started, 
and over a year old when we reached 
Oregon, and all that time the happiest, 
best baby !_ 

“T had been quite ill with measles, and 
was not very strong. I used to cough 
a good deal and couldn’t bear to stay 
in the big, uncomfortable wagon drawn 
by slow oxen. So I used to tease my 
mother to let me get out and walk. 
Often I would walk all the morning by 
the wagon, keeping up with it easily, 
and mother said that she thought I owed 
my life te that; for at the journey’s end 
I was as healthy and rosy as the strong- 
est. Sometimes I would beg her, too, 
to let me carry little Richard. This she 
would never permit; but often when we 
stopped en our hard journey we. chil- 
dren were allowed to take him and romp 
with him to our hearts’ content. What 
happy hours those were! I asked for no 
toys, ne amusements such as children 
have te-day. All I needed to make me 
the happiest child in the world was the 
wide, endless prairie with the wind blow- 
ing over the grasses, the faithful pro- 
tection of the slow, creaking ox-wagons, 
and my daily romp with baby. 

“But one day when we had been al- 
ready several months on our way, and 
were nearing the mountains, something 
happened which put a stop to the play. 
After this, when we got out of the 
wagons mother always sat with baby 
quite near her. On this particular day 
we children, six or seven of us, had 
wandered a little farther than usual 
away from the wagons. The others 
were frolicking, and Richard and I $it- 
ting watching them. 

“Suddenly, around a clump of bushes, 
we saw, quite hidden from the wagons, 
a little group of strange people, so queer 
and so queerly dressed that we stopped 
in amazement. We had heard our par- 
ents talk of the Indians, but we chil- 
dren knew scarcely enough to be afraid 
as they came slowly up to us. There 
were twe tall men in paint and feathers; 
one of them, I learned afterward, a 
chief. There was also a yours girl. 
I remember thinking her the prettiest 
lady I had ever seen, as she stood there 
so slim and straight in her gay blanket, 
with bright beads on her arms and over 
her black braids. 

“The girl was the only one who seemed 
to knew a few English words, and I 
heard her say, pointing te Richard, “Pap- 
poose — big brave!” The big chief never 
once took his eyes off the baby. He 
came. up close, reached dewn and took 
him in his arms. Richard wasn’t the 
least bit afraid, but laughed and tugged 
at the feather in the chief’s head-band. 
How that pleased the Indians! Her 
father spoke to the girl very fast, and 
she came te me and said, ‘Big chief take 





little pappoose. Make him big chief!’ 
I thought of course that he was joking, 
as others had often teased me by ask- 
ing for my baby brother. I shook my 
head and said we would go to mother. 

“My mother told me afterward how 
frightened all our party were. You see, 
the Indians were not very friendly in 
those days, and our men had, been on 
the lookout for them all the way. They 
thought that these might have been sent 
as spies, to find out how strong. our lit- 
tle band was. 

“The Indian princess, for such she 
was, repeated her request to my mother 
and father, and this time I saw that she 
was in earnest. She said her father 
would give six ponies for the baby. They 
pointed to his hair and eyes and kept 
saying, “Pappoose—big brave!” M 
mother, though she was frightened, 
smiled and shook her head, and reached 
for her baby. The chief motioned to 
his daughter to offer ten ponies, When 
my mother again shook her head and 
took Richard, the big chief turned on 
his heel and marched away with the 
others, very straight and fierce looking. 
Only the girl looked back and smiled. 
I remember that she took a bright feather, 
from her hair and gave it to Richard. 

“The men finally decided that it was 
best to camp there all night, and after 
a dinner around the camp fire, which 
no one seemed to enjoy*but us hungry 
youngsters, they let the fire smoulder 
and sat there with their rifles ready, for 
fear of an attack. All of a sudden a 
big cloud was seen away off to the 
west. Nearer and nearer it came. “The 
Injuns!’ cried our captain, ‘To arms!’ 

“Just at that instant, by common con- 
sent, we dropped to our knees there 
on the prairie grass and asked God’s 
protection. I remember feeling so safe 
after that, with my mother’s arms around 
me and God so near, even though the 
dust cloud came faster and faster our 


way. 

“No, children, don’t look frightened. 
They weren’t Indians at all, but — what 
do you think?” Here grandmother stop- 
ped in her story to let Peggy and Tony 
“suess,” though the little rogues knew 
very well what was coming. 

“Wolves!” cried Tony. 

“Bears!” cried Peggy. 

“They were wild animals of a kind 
you would never see on any prairies 
to-day,” answered grandmother. “It 
was a big herd of buffalo, almost as 
dangerous as Indians, it proved, for they 
came so near in their mad race that 
a great giant struck the front wheel of 
our ox-cart, and strong as the wheel 
was, it was shattered into splinters! 
But the great herd passed on leaving 
such a cloud of dust and such a ter- 
rible thunder in our ears that it was 
some minutes before we could be sure 
what had happened. By this time the dust 
cloud was far away to the east, and we 
weresafe. Safe from Indians, safe from 
the terror of the plains, We lighted 
low fires, and sang an evening hymn. 
We children slept in our mothers’ arms, 
and our fathers watched all night: over 
their loved ones.” 

“And the Indians,—did they 
come back to steal Richard?” 
Tony. 

“No, dear, we weren’t bothered by 
any red-men all the rest of the way.” 

‘But didn’t you ever see the princess 
again?” 

“No, Peggy, but I always hoped we 
would some day. She probably grew 
up fat and greasy-looking like the wo- 
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ways thought of her as young and slim 
and pretty, and of the way she smiled 
when she tossed the feather.” 

“Well, what became of the baby?” 
suggested the children, as if they didn’t 
know already from a half dozen tell- 


ings. 

‘Richard? Why, of course! He 
grew inte your great uncle, the one who 
sent you the wonderful baskets from 
the Nez Perces. Some day, if you are 
good [here Mamma Elliot smiled — she 
remembered that “if” so well], I’ll have 
to tell you what he has done to make 
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such friends of the Indians, and why 
they all love him as they do.” 
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of strength, easily ex- 
hausted feeling, the sys- 
tem usually responds if 


Scott’s Emulsion | 


is taken regularly. 

A pleasant tasting, 
creamy substance, 
every drop of 
Scott’s Emulsion is 

rich, tonic-nourishment. 
Bl 20-5i 













Rely on Cuticura 
To Clear Away 
Skin Troubles 


te cleanse, Ointment to seothe, — 
Senate , Ola it to y Malden’ 

















Easter Extraordinary 


EASTER! DAY OF DAYS1 is the title of a 
new service for Sunday schools, of rare beauty 
and worth. Sample copy mailed for four 2-cent 
stamps. 

Send us your address fant that of others inter- 
ested) and we will mail free our new catalog of 
Easter services, cantatas, recitations and dialogs, 
solos, duets, trios, quartets for mixed voices, 
women’s voices, and men’s voices; also anthems 
for choir. 

HYMNS FOR TO-DAY, new, for the Sunday 
school and church, voicing the forward-lookin 
spirit of to-day in beautifu sengs, new and old. 
Contains 15 Easter hymns and two Easter ser- 
vices. Price, $75 per 100. Returnable sample copy 
mailed for examination. Orchestrated. 

We make a specialty of religious orchestra music. 


FILLMORE MUSIC HOUSE 
782 Elm Street, Cincinnati, O. 


ASTER 


to ALL: MACK CO. 





















) MUSIC: 


Sample Services of Songs and Recitations 


= Ministers, Superintendents, and Commit- 
ees. 

Returnable Samples of Choir Cantatas 
and Anthems. 

The Garden of Joseph, new song story by 
Adam Geibel. 25 cents. 
Easter Helper No. 7 (not sent for examina- 

* tion), 15 cents in stamps. 


HALL-MACK CO. 2 st and Arch Sts., 
ADAM GEIBEL CO.j Philadelphia, Pa. 


JUBILAT 


THE JOYFUL HYMNAL 
FOR SUNDAY SCHOOLS 


Great Departments for 
all singing uses 
Thousands of satisfied schools have enthusiastic, 
nging using JUBILA TE 








Send for returnable sample NOW. Note change of address 
HALL-MACK CO., 21st and Arch Sts., Phila., Pa. 


EASTER TIDINGS ®°sty4e05,” Disloruce 
and Senge—3 in 1. 

A wonderful cellection of material for your Sun- 
day School Easter Program. 170 Recitations,17 De- 
lightful Dialegues,and 23 Beautiful Songs. Adapted 
for all ages—yeung and old _ will enjoy having a 

art in a Service, made doubl enjoyable with the 
east worry and effort—EASTER ‘TIDINGS will 
doit. PRICE 25’Cents, stamps acceptable. 


MEYER & BROTHER, Publishers, 

















75 W. Washingten Street, CHICAGO, ILL. 











ULLAR-MEREDITH CO.. 225 W. 36th Street, New York 


Combines in one service the attractive features of a 

**Story and Song Service,’’ an Easy Grade Cantata 

and a Carol Service. Send 25 cents fora complete copy 

and one each of our new Easter Carol Services entitled 

“The Meaning of Baster’’ and ‘‘Radient Morn.”’ 
MONRY BACK IF YOU WANT IT. 
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F you were a guest at dinner and you over- 
| turned a cup of coffee, what would you do? 
What would you say? Would you turn to the 
hostess and say ‘‘I beg pardon’’? Would you 
offer your apologies to the entire company ? Would 
you ignore the incident completely ? Which is the 
correct thing to do? 


To be able to do and say the right thing at the 
right time is the badge of culture, and the man 
or woman who has that power is indeed an indi- 
vidual of polish and poise. 


What Do You Know About Introductions ? 


To establish an immediate and friendly under- 
standing between two people who have never 
met before, to make the conversation flow more 
smoothly and pleasantly, to create an agreeable, 
harmonious atmesphere—that is the purpose of 
the introduction. A correct, courteous conversa- 
tion—making an introduction is an art itself, and 
reflects refinement and cultivation on the person 
-who is the medium. 


How do YOU introduce two people? Do your 
introductions create a pleasant, easy atmosphere, 
or one that is uncomfortably strained ? 


Try this simple test and see what you really 
know about the art of introduction : 

Mrs. Brown and Miss Smith have met at your 
home for the first time. Would you say, J/7s. 
Brown, meet Miss Smith, or Miss Smith, meet 
Mrs. Brown? Would you say, Miss Smith, let 
me make you acquainted with Mrs. Brown? 

If Mr. Blank happened to drop in for a little 
chat, how would you present him to the ladies ; 
to both at once, or to each one individually ? 
And how would you present Bobby, who comes 
running in from school: Boddy, this is Mr. Blank, 
or Mr. Blank, this is Bobby, or would you use 
the / want you to meet method? Do you ever say 
I take pleasure in introducing? Is it right or 
wrong ? 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


How do you introduce a 
sweetheart to your relatives 
for the first time? How do 
you introduce her, or him, 
to your friends ? 

On the other hand, if you 
are being introduced, how do 
you acknowledge it? Do you 
use any of these expressions ; 
‘* Pleased to know you,’ 
‘* Delighted,’ ‘* How do you 
do?’ Does a gentleman rise 
upon being introduced to a 
lady? Does the lady rise? 

Is it correct for the lady and 
gentleman to shake hands? 

The difference between the right and wrong 
thing in introducing is the difference between 
culture and ignorance. 

The man who would be polished, impressive, 
and the woman who covets the wonderful gift of 
charm, must cultivate the art of introduction. 


“What Shall 1 Wear?” 


You have often asked yourself that question. 
‘*What shall I wear to-night?’’ or this after- 
noon, or whatever the time may be. Whether 
you are a man or woman, it is, utterly essential 
that you wear only what is perfect in taste and 
correct according to the etiquette of the occasion. 


Do you know what the gentleman must wear 
to the evening entertainment? What the lady 
must wear? Do you know what is worn to the 
wedding, the funeral, the party? Do you know 
what a Tuxedo is? When is it worn? We will 
pretend that you are invited to an important 
afternoon function — perhaps a church social. 
What would you wear? Is the evening dress 
correct? Is the high silk hat appropriate for the 
gentleman? And, of course, the question of 
jewels is important. 

Are pearls worn in the afternoon? When are 
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diamonds worn, and to what func- 
tions? What is the proper dress for 
the young lady’s chaperon? Is it per- 
missible to wear black to a wedding, 
even if one is in mourning? 


The world demands culture in dress, as well as 
in manners. It judges you, often, more by what 
you wear than by what you do and say. If you 
would be respected, if you would be con- 
céded a success, if you would be considered cul- 
tured, well-bred, and polished, you must dress 
correctly and in full accordance with etiquette’s 
laws. 


When Wedding Bells Ring Out— 


etiquette again comes to the fore. What is the 
right dress for the bride to wear? How shall the 
invitation be worded? When shall the groom 
give his farewell bachelor dinner? How shall 
congratulations be extended? And after the 
wedding there are cards of thanks and cards of 
invitation to be sent. The wedding breakfast 
must be arranged, and perhaps a honeymoon trip 
must be planned. Suffice to say that the bride 
and bridegroom will find invaluable aid in the 
Encyclopedia of Etiquette. 


Encyclopedia of Etiquette 


In 


N the most minute details of daily life, in the 
hours of prosperity and adversity alike, at all 
times there is the omnipresent need of hold- 

ing one’s self in hand, of impressing by one’s 
culture and breeding, of doing the right thing. 
Culture is, after all, one of the fine arts. To 
excel in music or painting, the price is vigi- 
lance, study and incessant effort; to be cul- 
tured, polished, the price is conscientious effort 
and study. 


‘Clothes may make the man,’’ by whether 
you are clothed in rags or silks your culture can 
not be hidden. For he who is polite, refined and 
well bred wears a gorgeous robe endowed with 
the fine embroidery of honor and respect. Not 
even rags can cover it. 


The world is a harsh judge, but it is just. It 
will not tolerate the man who makes blunders at 
the dinner table. It will not tolerate the illiterate 
in the Art of Etiquette. 


9? 


‘* Encyclopedia of Etiquette’’ is excellent in 
quality, comprehensive in proportions, rich in il- 
lustrations. It comes to you as a guide, a revela- 
tion toward better etiquette. It dispels lingering 
doubts, corrects blunders, teaches you the righ? 
thing to do. It is a book that will last. You will 


preserve it, to refer again and again to its invalu- 
able aid toward culture and refinement. 


New Chapters on Foreign Countries 


Two new and interesting chapters have been 
added to the original edition of the ‘‘ Encyclopedia 
ef Etiquette.’’ They are ‘‘ The Etiquette of 
Travel’’ and ‘‘ The Etiquette of Foreign Coun- 
tries.’ The woman who is traveling alone must 
be extremely circumspect in her conduct. The 
conventions of etiquette must be strictly observed. 
The man who is escorting a woman abroad must 
not subject her to embarrassment by blunders in 
etiquette. Tips, dress, calling cards, correspond- 
ence, addressing royalty and addressing clergy 
abroad are discussed and the dinner etiquette in 
France, England and Germany is disclosed. The 
two chapters are brimful of hints and pointers for 
the man or woman who travels. 


Send No Money 


This is the first time that a complete and in- 
tensive two-volume set of the ‘‘ Encyclopedia of 
Etiquette’’ has been offered. The edition will 
go quickly. Don’t delay—send for your set 
NOW before you forget. 


Two Comprehensive Volumes 


The coupon below entitles you to 5 days’ FREE © 


examination of the two-volume set of the “Encyclo- 
pedia of Etiquette.” At the end of that time, if you 
decide that you want to keep it, simply send us $3.50 
in full payment —and the set is yours. Or, if for 
any reason you are not satisfied, return it te us and 
you won't be out a cent. You owe it to yourself and 
to the children in your home to have a set of the 
“Encyclopedia of Etiquette” in your library. This 
opportunity may never come again. Send fer the set 
to-day and surprise your friends with your knowl- 
edge of the correct thing to do, say, write and wear 
at all times. Just mail the coupon—don’t sent any 
money. Nelson Doubleday, Inc., Dept. 472, Oyster 
Bay, New York. 


FREE EXAMINATION COUPON 


me Se ee ee 


NELSON DOUBLEDAY, Inc. 
Dept. 472, Oyster Bay, New York 


Gentlemen : You may send me the com lete two-volume set 
of the ‘‘ Encyclopedia of Etiquette." ter 5 days I either 
will return the books or send you $3.50 in full payment. This 
places me under no obligation. 


Ne ae ee ee 
Address 


. S.S. Ti. 2-19-21 
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